
Financial aid bill sparks debate 
By Chris Whiteiy 

The discussion was heated and 
emotional during the SGA's con-
sideration of the Financial Aid bill 
last Sunday, as students from sev-
eral groups on campus responded 
to language in the bill that they felt 
was offensive and inappropriate. 

After nearly unanimous support 
for the first three sections of the bill, 
the meeting erupted with questions 
about tiie language and the sources 
of information for the fourth pro-
posal and in other areas of the re-
port. 

The fourth proposal, part B, asks 
for Middlebury to "shift the focus 
away from recruiting minority stu-
dents in urban areas" and asks "to 
evaluate the possibility of minority 
recruitment in other areas includ-
ing the rural and suburban South." 

Before this proposal was dis-
cussed, April Varner '94 read a 
statement from the African Ameri-

can Alliance (AAA) which called 
the document insulting because, 
among other reasons, its language 
is "indicative of fears of diversify-
ing the campus". Afterwards Sayra 
Pinto '95, reading a statement by 
the Alianza Caribena y Latina 
(ALC), berated the SGA for not 
consulting either the AAA or the 
ALC on the bill. 

Pinto also attacked the bill for its 
implication that minority students 
arerecruited with lower admissions 
standards than others. She suggested 
that the language be more specific 
to avoid generalizing between mi-
nority groups and individuals. 

Warren Reid '94 was so offended 
and angered by the bill that he made 
an emotional statement and then 
left, saying that "it is a sad thing that 
this is the education [the members 
of the committee] are getting." 

SGA President Brendan O'Leary 
'94, one of the authors of the bill, 
apologized for any offense taken to 

the language. He and vice president 
Dudley Winthrop '94 stressed that 
the bill was only being presented 
for discussion, and in no way was 
the final draft. They hoped that ev-
eryone would listen to each other, 
and "avoid the kind of polarization 
that often occurs in such discus-
sions on other campuses." 

After more points were raised, 
the SGA moved to postpone further 
consideration of the repent until the 
authors of the bill, O'Leary and 
Todd Molz '94, can meet with rep-
resentatives from the AAA and the 
ALC, as well as with other con-
cerned individuals, to discuss the 
articles in question. 

When asked how long the bill 
(continued on page 4) 

Tiffany Cfaflln 
Students concerned about campus racial relations met on Tuesday, 
following Sunday's emotionally-charged SGA meeting. 

Environmental Studies suffering 
By Jeff Albertson 

ice target thieves 
By Jew Varney 

Middlebury College Security, in 
cooperation with local police, have 
made several advances in the inves-
tigation of the thefts that occurred 
on campus during the holiday vaca-
tion and WinterTerm. Though some 
suspects have been identified, to 
date there have been no arrests. 

Campus Security has appointed 
security officer Dave Winbom to 
investigate the thefts, and he is work-
ing with officer Scott Fisher from 
the Middlebury Police Department. 

Director of Campus Security 
Peter Chenevert said thatrecurity 
has instituted a new type of report 
form that makes it easier for the two 
groups to work together. The new 
form looks more like what the town 
police are used to, and therefore it is 
easierfor the police to follow up on 
the crimes and enter them into their 
computer system, where the reports 

will be connected to a state-wide, 
and also to a national, crime-fight-
ing system. 

Chenevert praised the town po-
lice for their involvement: "Tom 
Hanley [chief of police) was very 
prompt about appointing an officer 
to work with us." 

According to Fisher, the investi-
gative work on this case has been 
difficult. "It's difficult because 
we're dealing with more than one 
theft. UsuallyiflgodowntoSkihaus 
[for example] there's just been one 
isolated incident." 

Winbom and Fisher have been 
pursuing this case "the old-fash-
ioned way," said Fisher. Most of 
the work has simply been talking to 
victims and witnesses. By simply 
asking questions they were able to 
narrow down the time of one set of 
the thefts from 10 days to six hours. 

Fisher says he spends about one 
(continued on page 3) 

A popular course in Environ-
mental Studies and its accompany-
ing lab section will be offered dur-
ing both fall and spring terms next 
year in a bid to alleviate the large 
class sizes which some students say 
have negatively impacted their ex-
perience with the course. 

Associate Professor of Biology 
Steve Trombulak will continue to 
teach the course, Natural Science 
and foe Environment (ES 112/114), 
in spring 1995. Rich Wolfson, pro-
fessor of physics, will lead the new 
fall term section. 

Some students who have taken 
the course have concerns about its 
size. One junior, who spoke on the 
condition that his name not be used, 
said that to expect Trombulak to 
read and evaluate so many students' 
work is "unreal." The student re-
called a paper returned to him with 
only sparse comments and a grade. 

Tracey Wilkerson '96, an ES 
major and member of her program's 
Student Advisory Council, said the 
class is "way too big." 

"It reflects the problem within 

Here comes the sun 

Unusually good weather brought sunshine and temperatures in the 50s to the campus last 
ekend, melting many of the sites for upcoming Winter Carnival activities, such as the luge and 
ike sculpture contests. Snow is expected by tite end cf the week, in time for the Carnival. 

Environmental Studies — that 
there's not enough faculty," she said. 

Trombulak disputed the notion 
that instruction and evaluation suf-
fer due to the class size. "I do as well 
teaching 140 students as I do teach-
ing 40," he said. "To suggest other-
wise would be to question my pro-
fessional standards." 

He added that he finds it chal-
lenging to make the course an inter-
active one. 'The downside [of the 
class'size] is that it allows the stu-
dent who wants anonymity to have 
it." 

Trombulakexpressed impatience 
with the administration's actions 
regarding the Environmental Stud-
ies program. "The college has been 

a little reluctant to show the leader-
ship necessary to sustain efforts at 
environmental education," he said. 

"The administration will have to 
decide whether to promote the en-
vironmental studies component of 
the curriculum," said Trombulak, 
who added that no tenure-track ap-
pointments of Environmental Stud-
ies faculty had been made sine» his 
own arrival nine years ago. 

That version of events is dis-
puted by Dean for Academic Plan-
ningEric Davis, whoexplained that 
non-departmental programs are 
staffed by faculty from existing 
departments. He offered the ap-
pointments of Chris Klyza in poiiti-

(continued on page 4) 

Three-year B.A. offered 
Middlebury College will offer a 

three-year bachelor of arts degree, 
the International Major, starting in 
June 1995. The new program will 
build on three of Middlebury's tra-
ditional strengths: international pro-
grams, foreign languages and the 
Middlebury Schools Abroad. 

In announcing the new bacca-
laureate degree, Middlebury Presi-
dent John McCardell noted that the 
new program "creates depth and 
breadth in the currjculum, makes 
our education more affordable, 
emphasizes the college's distinc-
tive strengths and attracts excep-
tional students. It recognizes as well 
that some, though not necessarily 
all, subjects may be pursued at an 
accelerated pace. We expect a lim-
ited number of highly qualified, 
highly motivated, highly focused 
and mature students to come into 
the program." 

The International Major will 
permit students to focus their work 
in a wide variety of disciplines. 
They will complete degree require-
ments in time academic years and 
two summers. Requirements will 
include a core of ten courses in the 
major area of study, three intema-

gent foreign language requirement 
equivalent to three or four yean, 

and a year abroad and a senior-level 
academic project or thesis. 

The new program creates oppor-
tunities for the achievement of 
greater language proficiency before 
studying abroad. Students must have 
completed at least the third level of 
the language before going abroad. It 
isexpected that many will have com-
pleted the fourth level and beyond, 
making them better prepared to do 
challenging work in their major 
fields in the target language. 

"It also allows for better integra-
tion of departments in the humani-

( continued oh page 3) 
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Trustees hear, student 
; Social By Karen Quinn 1 

The Board of Trustees Commit-
tee of Student Life met to discuss 
sevetal important issues on Feb. 11, 
including the Financial Aid Pro-
posal, the recommendation by the 
Comprehensive Fee Committee, the 
review of the social houses and a 
brief presentation by Career Coun-
seling and Planning. 

The recommendation by the 
Comprehensive Fee Committee was 
presented by Zachary Stillerman 
'97 concerning their estimate for 
the '94-'95 academic year. The 
committee researched and investi-
gated thoroughly before coming up 
with their final recommendation of 
$25,803. Dean of Students Ann 
Hanson said that this was a good 
discussion about the comprehen-
sive fee and the strategies proposed 
to help keep the fee to a minimum. 

Brendan O'Leary "94 and Todd 
Molz '94 presented the on-going 
Financial Aid Proposal, which in-
volves broadening and strengthen-
ing the financial aid system at 
Middlebury to enable it to support a 
wider cultural and socio-economic 
range of applicants. There are grow-
ing concerns that the present sys-
tem is inadequate in providing for 
middle class students seeking aid. 

KT Briscoe '94 gave the most 
recent review of the social houses 
following the Community 
Council's official acceptance of two 
new social houses, Zeta Theta Phi 
and Alpha Delta Phi, on Jan. 31. 

The Social House Bill which passed 
in the SGA by a vote of 50-4 was 
alsodilcussed. The bill formalizes 
a process of selectivity for accep-
tance into a social house because 
currently there is no specific selec-
tive process for membership. 

In this discussion, the board also 
wanted to clear up some concerns 
among the student» body that the 
administration does not give long-
term support to the social houses. 
The board reaffirmed their "State-
ment to the Middlebury College 
Community from the Board of 
Trustees," dated January, 1993 in 
which the trustees not only com-
mended the high level of discus-
sion and consideration put into the 
social house issue but also stated 
that they consider the social houses 
a "vital feature of residential life at 

Middleburyt" The trustees signed 
this statement of support and as-
sured the student body that they 
have their full and long-term back-
ing. * 

The final agenda item, cut short 
due to time constraints, was a brief 
presentation on the effectiveness of 
Career Counseling and Placement 
(CC&P) by Pat Mullane and Valerie 
Szymkowicz. They shared data 
from polls taken from recent 
Middlebury alumni and the senior 
class. CC&P is currently under 
evaluation and the SGA is looking 
for ways to improve its effective-
ness. KT Briscoe, secretary of over-
sight for the SGA, said that they 
have a very r,positive approach" to 
the improvement plans for CC&P 
and are looking to revamp the sys-
tem based on on-going research. 
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Alox Grossman 
Students prepare for the up-coming snow sculpturing contest. 

Community Council argues house selectivity 
By Moelle Campagna 

The Inter-House Council (IHC), 
represented by Heather Dorf '94, 
presented a series of proposals in 
attempt to win support for the house 
selectivity in the Social House bill 
during the Community Council 
meeting on Monday. 

Dorf began by reinforcing the 
houses' commitments to their ide-
als and practices. She then intro-
duced the IHC proposal, consisting 
of four points that intended to se-
cure the house members' responsi-
bility to themselves and each other, 

and also to make the selection pro-
cess a more concrete one. 

The IHC plans to create an ap-
plication with questions similar to 
those asked by houses currently 
using applications, such as the En-
vironmental House and Bi-Cultural 
Center. A formal interview was a 
second consideration where 3 or 4 
members of the house would meet 
with prospective house members in 
a formal setting. After the house 
had come to a decision, students 
would then be notified in a formal-
ized manner. 

These three practices, new to the 

Suspects identified in recent thefts 
(continued from page J) 
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day a week on campus investigat-
ing. "It's hard to get a hold of people 
because of class schedules," he says, 
"but the phone mail system is great. 
People are good about returning 
calls." Winborn and Fisher have 
put together several line-ups, and 
witnesses have identified several 
suspects. While the police cannot 
release any names until an arrest 
has been made, Chenevert did con-
firm that the suspects are not 
Middlebury College students. 

Fisher noted that for two differ-
ent locations there is one suspect, 
because of similar patterns noted in 
the crimes. He added that he wants 
to get all the information he can 
before making any wests, to en-
sure that he covers all the bases. 

"As much as I want to run right 
out and make an arrest, I'm holding 
myself back," he said. 

Fisher also added that the 
chances of recovery of the stolen 
items are "slim to none. One of the 
suspects has a very good outlet for 
things." He speculates that most of 
the stolen goods left the thief s hands 
by the next day. 

The thefts during the holiday 
vacation took (dace in Stewart and 
the majority of thefts reported «hir-
ing Winter Term took place in the 
New Dorms. No thefts have been 
reported to security since the begin-
ning of the spring term. 

house system, would help make 
house selection a more concrete 
task. The IHC is willing to establish 
an appeal s process to keep the act as 
a check on the houses' right of 
selection. Before passing discus-
sion on to the Community Council, 
Dorf added an important reason for 
house selection to the already long 
list. She explained what reciprocal 
accountability meant toa house that 
could not trust its members. As an 
officer, she is accountable for the 
actions of house members, and se-
lection can alleviate the stresses 
related to this responsibility. 

Council members then debated 
the current status of house mem-
bers. Questions arose over the re-
sponsibility factor. The basis for 
these questions came from the fact 
that all students on campus can drink 
at the houses. Selectivity can pre-
vent the possibility of students join-
ing a house for "partying," and 
members of the houses were quick 
to point out incidents that had actu-
ally occurred in the past which were 

representative of this problem. 
Some faculty and staff members 

of the council were unhappy with 
the idea of students judging stu-
dents on issues such as character. 
Kirsten Powell,dean of the college, 
worried that these decisions, made 
with "no firm evidence deny [stu-
dents] the benefits... that in the end, 
is education." 

Judging such intangibles as re-
sponsibility, social skills and qual-
ity of character became a source of 
frustration for both sides of the de-
bate and comments became circu-
lar, leading to an impasse. 

John Emerson, vice president for 
student affairs, was concerned with 
the "amorphous nature" of the se-
lection process, feeling that there 
was no way of guaranteeing that 
discrimination and unfair practice 
would not penetrate it. He did voice 
his feelings that the question at hand 
was not the faculty and administra-
tion trusting the students. The lack 
of trust, he stated, is toward the 
process itself. 

College to offer three-
year degree program 

Students who leave doors unlocked are prime targets for theft. 

tion, «license plate was stolen from 
a car parked on Franklin Street and 
there were two reports of individu-
als who woke up to discover things 
were stolen from their room while 
thev were asleep. 

Most of die thefts occurred be-
! doors were left unlocked and 

their doors and their valu-

"I know i fs a hassle,"Chenevert 
sad, "but it's worth it." He also 
added that any suspicious activity 
should be reported to security im-
mediately. "We'd like to be able to 
apprehend someone before they 
leave the building or the campus." 

Fisher also stresses the impor-
tance of locked doors. "In a hall 
with ten doors," he said, "the thief 
win go for the unlocked one." 

(continued from page I) 
ties, social sciences and the field 
sciences with the language depart-
ments and Summer Language 
Schools" notes McCardell. 

Students pursuing the Interna-
tional Major will enter Middlebury 
at the start of the summer and will 
immediately become engaged in the 
intensive language study offered in 
one of the eight Language Schools. 
They will spend the first academic 
year on campus in a program that 
will include a first year seminar, 
writing intensive courses and a set 
of international requirements in 
geography, history and politics. 
During the second summer, stu-
dents will be expected to advance 
their language proficiency in an-
ticipation of foreign study. 

The second year, students will 
study at one of Middlebury 
College's five programs abroad in 
Florence, Madrid, Mainz, Moscow 
and Paris, or at one of the college's 
approved programs elsewhere. 

Following a break for the sum-
mer, students will return to spend 
their third and final year on campus 
where they will beexpectedtocom-
piete a senior-level thesis or project. 

"The concept of a three year 
baccalaureate degree program at 
Middlebury has been of great inter-
est to us for many years." said 
McCardell. 

"It has prompted us to consider 
how we might address the growing 
public concerns over the price of 
higher education without compro-
mising the quality of our program. 
We expect it to stimulate further 
discussion and to challenge in ap-
propriate ways the conventional 
assumptions under which we have 
operated for a very long lime. This 
program offers significant savings 
for a student and his or her family. 
The financial aid formula that we 
will use in this program will take 
into account a year-round compre-
hensive fee and die reduced earning 
potential of year-round students." 
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ms 1 Debate heats up SGA 
(continued from page I) 
will be postponed, O'Leary re-
sponded, "Well ... for quite 
awhile." This statement evoked 
general laughter that momentarily 
eased the tension in the assembly. 

The possibility was raised by a 
few students, including Emilje 
Mennel '96, of holding a town 
meeting to discuss issues relating 
to the financial aid problem. In 
addition, Pinto offered to hold a 
meeting which took placeon Tues-
day that addressed some of these 
issues. 

The meeting drew members 
from all parts of the community 
and served as a chance for "people 
to get things off their chest," said 
Pinto. Discussion at the meeting 
ranged from the specifics of the 
bill to larger questions of equality 
and racism. ^ ' 

"I can see some of the language 
in the report did not handle the 
issue well," said Jake Citrin '94, 
SGA chief of staff. 

The strong tide of emotion that 
swelled in the SGA meeting was 
felt by many to be the symptom of 

larger problems of conflict. "When 
you deal with anger that is built up, 
you can unleash a lot with a small 
mistake," explained Pinto. 

While the issue surrounding the 
recruitment of minorities drew sharp 
criticism, many other parts of the 
bill were passed easily. The SGA 
voted in support of the college's 
new policy to treat international 
students equally to other students 
in regards to financial aid. Previ-
ously, the college asked all interna-
tional students to make a minimum 
family contribution of $5,000. 

The assembly was also in favor 
of the suggestion that the college 
strengthen its Outreach program, 
which increases regional diversity 
by giving aid to needy students from 
rural communities. 

In addition, the SGA voted in 
favor of a recommendation to help 
the middle class by establishing a 
new long-term, need-based loan. 
This part of the proposal also in-
cludes altering the financial aid 
forms to more clearly indicate the 
actual amount that needs to be paid 
directly to the comptroller. 

ES students crowded 
(continued from page I) 
cal science and Alison Byerly in 
English as examples of Environ-
mental Studies faculty granted ten-
ure-track positions in recent years. 

Specifically regarding ES 112, 
Davis said, "Our long-term goal is 
to be able to offer a lab section to 
each student in the course. We 
won't be able to accomplish this 
until facilities and staffing will al-
low it." 

The lab section is presently 
taught by students in Trombulak's 
Environmental Education course, 
ES 402, which is funded by a grant 
from the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF). 

Davis would like to see those 
students replaced with salaried as-
sistants in instruction as the NSF 
funding runs out. 

Trombulak scoffed at rumors 
that class enrollment, which cur-
rently hovers around 140, would 
be limited to45 per semester under 
the new (dan. 

"That would be absurd," said 
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The opportunityfor work-study employment is one of the issues that thefinancial aid report addressed. 
One of the biggest employers of students on campus is Middining Services. 

Disciplinary Hearings, Fall 1993 

Trombulak. "I don't know where 
that came from." 

Currently, enrollment in ES 112 
is limited to sophomores and first-
year students who pre-register for 
the course. The lab section's enroll-
ment is limited to 40 students. 

Limits are necessary, Trombulak 
explains, because the course is a 
requisite for Environmental Studies 
majors. 

If majors are unable to take the 
course in their first two years, seri-
ous disruptions follow. 

"We could limit registration to 
ES majors, but at Middlebury most 
students don't declare a major until 
the end of their sophomore year," he 
said. 

The real solution, he maintained, 
is for the college to make courses 
like ES 112 more available to stu-
dents outside the major sequence. 
"Until students rise up en masse and 
demand resources," concluded 
Trombulak "the administration will 
continue to be slow in responding to 
the needs of this program." 

The following is a list of disci-
plinary actions taken by the 
college durittgthe fall semester. 
The listings describe the date of 
the citation, the violation, the 
body that heard the case and the 
decision rendered by that body. 

9/13/93 
Student charged for Disrespect to 
Persons and Property 
Judicial Council 
Put on official warning. Letter of 
apology and 50 hours of commu-
nity service. 

10/1/93 
Student charged for violation of 
Respect for Property 
Deans : 
10/8/93 Student found guilty, 
issued a warning and $60 fine. 

10/4/93 
Student charged for violation of 
College driving policy and 
alcohol policy 
Deans 
10/26/93 Accepted admission of 
guilt, issued a warning 

- • - ' « $ f ' ^ 
10/7/93 . 
Student charged for violation of 
College drag and alcohol policy 
Deans < 
10/20/93 Accepted admission of 
responsibility; issued a warning, 

required to have drug consultation 
with our counselors. 

10/8/93 
Student charged for violation of 
College driving regulations 
Deans 
10/13/93 Accepted admission of ; 

responsibility; put on disciplinary 
probation for rest of academic 
year. 

10/8/93 
Student charged for violation of 
College driving regulations 
Deans 
10/14/93 Accepted admission of 
responsibility; issued a warning, 
driving privileges revoked for 
remainder of fall term, required to 
pay for damages. Parents notified. 

10/14/93 
Student charged for tampering 
with fire safety equipment 
Deans 
10/29/93 Accepted admission of 
responsibility for discharging fire 
extinguisher, not guilty of 
inappropriate behavior. Placed on 
social probation for remainder of 
fall term. Fined $200. Parents 
notified. 

10/15/93 
Student charged for Disrespect 
for Persons and tampering with 

MIDDLEBURY ^TRAVEL 

Getting tired of the 
Green Mountain State? 

We have good fares to 
Europe and still have 

spring break trips to the 
tropics. 

Located next to Lyon's 

fire safety equipment. " 
Deans 
11/16/93 Student found guilty of 
both charges; will be suspended 
after last final exam this fall, 
$200 fine plus repair and replace-
ment costs. Alcohol consultation. 

10/15/93 
Student charged for Disrespect 
for Property 
Deans 
11/8/93 Accepted admission of 
guilt, placed on official probation 
through end of Winter Term '94. 

10/18/93 
Four students charged for 
violating College party and 
alcohol regulations 
Judicial Council 
11/19/93 Students found guilty; 
issued a warning $100 fine to be 
shared by all. 

11/8/93 
Two students charged for 
possession of drag paraphernalia 
and possession and use of 
marijuana 
Deans 
11/11/93 Accepted admission of 
responsibility for the charge 
violation of College Alcohol and 
Drug Policy; issued a warning. 

11/15/93 
Student charged for violation of 
College driving regulations. 
Deans 
12/1/93 Accepted admission of 
guilt, issued a warning; $25 fine 
and cost for lawn repair. 

11/16/93 
Student charged for violation of 
College alcohol and drug policy. 
Deans 
11/20/93 Accepted admission of 
guilt; issued a warning. 

11/22/93 
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Professors, students respond to Comps attack 
Charges against Sudan unsubstantiated Lastweek'sOpinions letter 

by Brian Schaefer ( "English 
major sounds off on Comps ") 
gene rated the largest response 
of any Campus submission this 
year. We present on this page 
all the letters received. 

In à letter to the Feb. 18 issue of 
The Campus, Brian Schaefer '94 
complains about hisexperience with 
the Comprehensive Program for 
Senior English majors this J-term. 
As the Director of that program, I 

Student defends program 

sT-

Whenever I read the Opinion 
section of The Middlebury Cam-
pus, it is a usual affair for my last 
three meals to come up portion by 
portion with every paragraph I read. 
Last week's issue, however, was 
different in the sense that after read-
ing Brian Schaefer's condemnation 
ofthe Senior Comprehensive Exam 
for the English major, I had a meal 
come up that 1 hadn't seen for three 
weeks. 

I am a senior English major who, 
like Schaefer, recently went through 
the Comps program. In his piece, 
he blasted the whole program be-
cause he clashed with one of the 
professors who participated in it. 1 
don't know Rajani Sudan; she was 
one of the two professors with whom 
I did not have contact during the 
month. I, too, understand from those" 
who got the opportunity to work 
with her that she is adifficult grader, 
one who has fairly high standards 
for students. And some students, 
like Schaefer, may have felt as 
though they were evaluated accord-
ing to higher standards than what 
they expected. 

But there is no reason in the 
world for an opinion piece like the 
one Schaefer has written. First of 
all, he is misinformed about her 
teaching status; she was hired for a 
one-year leave-replacement posi-
tion, and she was not asked to leave 
for the Spring Term because of her 
"tenuous" teaching status. That is 
what happens in the academic 
world; teachers take one-year posi-
tions at different^ colleges and uni-
versities until they land at an insti-
tution that has a more long-term 
position available for them. 

Secondly, there is no reason for 
a public attack which has no other 
purpose than obliterating Sudan's 
reputation among her colleagues 
and the students who are taking her 
classes this term. If Schaefer has a 
problem with his grade, and he se-
riously thinks that his whole overall 
grade for Comps was broughtdown 
by Sudan's assessment of him, then 

maybe he should talk to her in per-
son about it. Or if he thinks that she 
is out to get him, and he is uncom-
fortable being in the same room 
with her, then maybe he could speak 
to the man whom he believes to be 
the devil behind the conspiracy to 
expose him to inadequate teaching 
practices, David Price (director of 
the program). I'm not sure there is 
any rational justification for such 
blatant disrespect and outright ma-
liciousness. Does Sudan deserve 
such treatment because some stu-
dents think she grades them too 
hard? Absolutely not. And further-
more, just because a professor gives 
some bad grades does not make 
him or her a bad teacher. Most 
people earn the bad grades they 
receive. 

The other part that Schaefer ne-
glects to mention is that another 
professor was in the room with him 
when Sudan supposedly made him 
"look bad"; the professor is one 
who has been a highly-respected, 
active member of the English de-
partment since before Brian's par-
ents stopped sucking their thumbs. 
I don't think that this professor 
caved in to Sudan's irrational ha-
tred for Schaefer and then conspired 
with her to lower his graded also 
wonder if Brian seriously thinks he 
could sue Mr. Price for unfair busi-
ness practices in the "real world." 
Actually, I'm glad that he doesn't 
think of Middlebury College as the 
real world, because it is-only in 
"Fantasyiand" that there would be 
a forum for him to whine about 
grades in print, and in front of two 
thousand people at that. 

I am not submitting that the 
Comps program is flawless; I'm 
not even assessing it I am simply 
noting that it is out of a total lack of 
respect for someone with whom 
Schaefer may have clashed person-
ally that an opinion piece like his 
arises. Lake 1 said, I don't know 
much about Sudan, but I do know 
that as a professor of English at this 

(continued on page 8) 

We write to express our dismay 
at your decision to publish the letter 
written by Brian Schaefer in the 
Feb. 18 issue of The Campus. Al-
though this letter ostensibly ad-
dresses the inequities of the English 
Department's Comprehensive 
Exam, Mr. Schaefer complains at 
length about the grade he received 
and launches a personal attack on 
the faculty mendier who examined 

lish all letters from students dissat-
isfied with their grades? 

Your editorial policy statement 
underscores the newspaper's right 
"to edit all Opinions letters." Under 
what circumstances do you exer-
cise this right? Asa matter of edito-
rial policy are the pages of The 
Campus to be used to publicize 
private grudges? 

i f -

What does the decision to print 
Brett Millier 

am writing to Correct some errors of 
fact in his letter and to add my own 
perspective. * 

What distuibs me most about 
Mr. Schaefer's letter is his ill-in-
formed, unsubstantiated and cow-
ardly attack on the professional 
competence of Professor Rajani 
Sudan, one of seven instructors par-
ticipating in the Comprehensive 
Program. Mr. Schaefer states, "Su-
dan began teaching at Middlebury 
only last fall, and was not invited to 
return for the Spring semester. Yet 
she was obligated to be one of seven 
professors involved in the Comps 
program." 

Allow me to review with the 
community how Professor Sudan 
came to be a member of the English 
Department. We advertised nation-
ally in 1992 for two one-year leave 
replacement positions. We received 
and reviewed as a staff over 500 
applications, interviewed 15 pro-
spective candidates individually at 
the annual meeting of the Modern 
Language Association, invited six 
of those candidates individually to 
Middlebury for two full days of 

interviews and presentations, and 
offered the position to three of those 
candidates, one of whom was Pro-
fessor Sudan, who was then ih her 
third year of teaching at Bowdoin. 
The position was clearly defined as 
a one-year leave replacement, avery 
common arrangement here and else-
where. 

Contrary to Mr. Schaefer's as-
sertion, Professor Sudan is very 
much with us this Spring semester, 
and we are glad to have her. No one 
is "obligated" to serve on the Comps 
staff: we wanted to include Profes-
sor Sudan because of her outstand-
ing qualifications, and she gra-
ciously agreed to work with us in 
what is arguably the most demand-
ing teaching experience of the year. 

Mr. Schaefer recklessly conjec-
tures: "If she was hired for Comps 
before her ability was properly as-
sessed, which I would guess is the 
more likely scenario ... she should 
not have been involved in the pro-
gram." Not only was her "ability" 
more than "properly assessed" be-
fore she was offered the position, as 

(continued on page 8) 

Schaefer corrects mistake 
1 would like to apologize for a 

misstatement I made in my Opin-
ions piece in last week's Campus. I 
said that Rajani Sudan was asked 
not to return for this Spring Semes-
ter, when in fact she is teaching 
until the end of it. I regret this 
oversight. 

However, my argument is es-
sentially unaffected by this mis-
take, and I stand by the other com-
ments I made about Sudan, the 
Comps program and the English 
department generally. 

Brian Schaefer '94 

Professor backs colleague 

journalistic standards and its role ; 
on this campus? Will you now pub-

As the current Chair of 
Middlebury's Department of En-
glish, I am writing in response to 
Brian Schaefer's letter in the Feb. 
18 issue of The Campust 

Mr. Schaefer is surely entitled to 
express whatever views he has re-
garding the department's senior 
comprehensive examination, but it 
seems to me that as someone who 
claims to take his education seri-
ously he ought to recognize some 
obligation to determine and respect 
the facts of the situation he is ad-
dressing. In voicing his dissatisfac-
tion-satisfaction with the grade he 
was given by a team which included 
Rajani Sudan, a Visiting Assistant 
Professor of English, Mr. Schaefer 
asscrts that she "was not invited to 
return for the Spring Semester." 
This is simply false. Ms. Sudan 
continues to teach a full schedule of 
courses this spring and there was 
never any question of her not doing 
so. As her title indicates, she was 
hired by the department for this 
academic year as a replacement for 
regular faculty members currently 
on leave. It goes without saying that 
her employment in this capacity, 
like her assignment to work in the 
senior program, reflects the 
department's confidence in her pro-
fessional qualifications. 

Building on a factual misrepre-
sentation to cast doubt on Ms. 
Sudan'scompetence to evaluate his 
performance, Mr. Schaefer goes on 
to imite a loose series Of allega-

tions, all of them unsupported, re-
garding the selection of faculty par-
ticipants in the senior program, the 
calculation of the over all compre-
hensive grade, the pedagogical 
value of the experience, and the 
character and attitude of the En-
glish Department as a whole. In all 
of this, Mr. Schaefer's genuine irri-
tation and disappointment seem 
clear enough, but the logic of his 
argument does not,. 

Although they might simply be 
written off as driven by the evident 
discrepancy between the grade he 
received on his senior examination 
and his own higher estimate of his 
abilities, the concerns expressed in 
Mr. Schaefer's letter ask to be taken 
seriously, and at face value. But the 
authority of his criticisms is hardly 
enhanced by his observation that 
"all one ever does in an English 
Class is raise questions, and perhaps 
guess at the answer*. There can't 
really be any cohesiveness. It's 
mental masturbation." If this is his 
belief, any reader must ask, then 
how is one to interpret Mr. 
Schaefer's decision to become an 
English major in the first place? 
And what effect might beliefs of 
this kind have on one's sense of 
intellectual purpose, or on one's 
conception of what constitutes dis-
tinguished academic performance? 
s • : • it? i # f . '# if' I 

Stephen Donsdio 
Acting ( 

Right about now, the stage di 
récrions would read, "Entera Fool. " 

The editors of this fine paper 
have bestowed upon me abi-weekly 
Opinions column. Armed but with 
a feeble wit and an observant eye, 
have accepted the role once played 
by the great Puck and Touchstone: 
the fool set among the nobility, 
keeping close watch on the mad-
ness of great ones. 

In expectation of many a re-
sponse to words yet unwritten, 
have decided to set forth a general 
summary of my viewpoints and bi-
ases as a prologue to the verse and 
prose to come: 

I could be classified as a white, 
Anglo-Saxon, Protestant male, al 
though I recognize the Norman-
influences of William the 
Conqueror's eleventh-century an-
tics in the very language I speak, -
and my Anglo-Saxon blood has 
been diluted by that of Italy, Scot 
land (Gaelic/Celtic, thank you very 
much ... ) and Russia. Of my Prot 
estant faith (Lutheran), I can hon-
estly say I am tired of organized 
religions as a whole and what they 
have donç "in the name of God 
and my Protestant status is better 
summarized as simply Christian. 

As for being male, that is the 
fault of a few chromosomes over 
which 1 had little control during 
mitosis and even less now. How-
ever, 1 openly admit and feel sorry 
on a regular basis for what those 
like myself have done to those un-
like myself throughout history (and 
believe me, my history concentra-
tion has shown me plenty of ex-
amples). 

I am a Long Islander by birth 
and upbringing, although I have no 
subconscious desire to wander 
through every shopping mall I see, 
and never pronounce the "g" at the 
endof'ing" words or in the "Long" 
in Long Island. I am a registered 
Democrat, much to the chagrin of 
my Republican father. I am a vehe-
ment advocate of gay-rights, and 
although 1 don't think abortion is 
the greatest idea in the world, I hope 
someday to sec a world in which a 
woman's womb is hers and hers 
alone. I adore alliteration, and be-
lieve that stronger gun-control mea-
sures are necessary, for guns don't 
kill people, people with guns kill 
people. 

I am against the idea of single-
sex social organizations on this cam-
pus, yet 1 auditioned for the Dissi-
pated Eight three times. I get an-
noyed at people who park illegally 
and then complain about poor park-
ing here at Middlebury simply be-
cause they are too lazy to walk to 
the North Dorm or Science Center 
lots. I believe that something must 
be done about the overabundance 
of Saabs in the parking lot, unless 
someone wants to buy me one, in 
Which case 1 would argue for better 
parking. I think recent-graduate 
Mark Feldman "93.5 picks on Hieu 
and Dave far too much, and that 
R H Alt y an Jennings is a much bet-
ter target. 

J pelkve George Lucas used 
• (continued on page 7) 
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OPINIONS 
SGA President explains report Editorial 

Racial debate calls for change 
The eruption of anger that took place at Sunday night's Student 

Government Association (SGÀ) meeting is indicative of the problems 
that plague racial relations at Middlebury. The controversy stemmed 
from a proposed financial aid bill which included language that many 
found insulting to minorities. The resulting debate, which could have 
been a period of learning for both whites and minority students, instead 
degenerated into emotional arguments, personal attacks and gross 
generalizations. 

Both the process by which the members of the SGA Subcommittee 
on Financial Aid wrote the bill, and the angry exit of some who disputed 
its language demonstrate a lack of communication and understanding 
regarding race at Middlebury. 

To begin with, despite the fact that a significant portion of the 
document is concerned with diversifying the college community, the 
authors of the bill failed to adequately communicate with members of 
minority organi zations on campus. The document directly addressed the 
needs of minority students, but the language through which it did so was 
insensitive. In a document which is clearly one of the most important to 
emerge from student leadership in recent years, such an oversight can be 
disastrous and must be remedied. While the members of the SGA 
subcommittee have recognized their mistake, and plan on reworking the 
document after consultation with several groups in the coming weeks, 
the damage that has been done will not quickly be repaired. 

Just us those responsible for the bill could have prevented Sunday 
night's unfortunate events, the students who were upset with the bill also 
could have used foresight to better resolve the situation. Leaders of the 
organizations that were present Sunday night received the financial aid 
document a week earlier and could have made efforts to inform the 
authors that there were serious concerns about the contents. Instead, 
what resulted was a standoff at the SGA meeting in which the unsuspect-
ing assembly was verbally assaulted for the work of four members. 

It is true that many in the SGA, even if they had read the entire 
document before the Sunday,might not have recognized the problems 
that minorities found so offensive. This points toward a greater problem 
on campus: That in many cases, members of different ethnic groups 
simply do not understand each other. If this is to be resolved, all parties 
involved must recognize that mistakes are going to be made, and that the 
best way to build off those mistakes is to make sure everyone under-
stands why they were made : ; ' J • ; f-jyj'l ; 

Though Sunday's meeting saw tempers flare,1important issues«were 
raised and debated. Thé SGA is the forum best sùited for flushing out 
controversial and sensiti ve campus issues, and would be well advised to 
charge a sub-committee with coordinating future discussions of racial 
issues. The small discussion groups and community forums that resulted 
from Sunday's incident are well intended, but often tend to lose focus, 
and are ultimately inadequate. On the other hand, the SGA committee 
could be specific fn its goals to try and ensure substantive discussions 
which would attract a larger, more interested audience 

D-l 1 or Box 3256) Two copies of 
the document will be available on 
reserve in Starr Library and we en-
courage people to read the docu-
ment critically. We hope to partici-
pate in continued constructive dis-
cussions about the report with the 
aim of creating a revised document 
in which all students will feel repre-
sented. 

Reforming andensuringthe lon-
gevity of financial aid represents a 
huge task. Few other college ad-
ministrations and perhaps no other 
student body have decided to tackle 
the seemingly impossible issues 
involved with financial aid as has 
Middlebury ' s community. We must 
continue in our effort lest we go the 
way of others and surrender to pas-
sive acceptance and the safe prac-
tice of finger pointing. In a few 
weeks, everyone hopefully will 
point at only one thing: a thorough 
document about which everyone 
will feel excited and proud. 

Brendan O'Leary '94 
SGA President 

Sunday bight: While the rttosf immediate step is to remedy the language 
and spirit of the bill, ft is important that the lines of communication do 
not shut down as soon as that task is completed. If we allow things to go 
back to "normal ." the campus will surely see more of the same. Instead 
of trying to forget the unpleasantness that comes with conflict, the 

M ktA le#.<iA LW*, ^ ïfc** 
/ St «SU. h ÇMft. 

will not be repeated. 

As a member of die class of of 1994's support of the College's narrow their minds and waste eo-
19941 will be called upon to con- commitment to meet the ever- ergy. 
tribute money to the senior class changing needs of its students " These gifts were chosen over 
gift The class agent who approaches Both gifts—two monuments of such worthy ideas as supporting 
me had better be prepared for a affluence!— embarrass me. The volunteer programs and purchas-
beavy dose of hostility and resent- class of '94 has done nothing so ing land for wilderness preserva-
ment. . significant at Middlebury that the tion. 

My fellow seniors have voted names of its member* deserve tobe Posts and courts do not in any 
for a pair of martrie entrance posts written in stone. way meet the ever-changing needs 
to the renovated New Dorms com- What about the classes of '61, of students, but instead reflect die 
pfex and an outdoor lighted basket- '72 and '83? Where are their me pathetic state of our self-
ball court-TtemniesoftiiecIassof mortals? 1 don't watt future stu- centeredness and indifference to 
' 94 wil I supposedly be inscribed on dents laughing at us. This if nause- matters of real importance. Advice 
the marble ports. ating narcissism to the class of 1993: Don't follow 

The letter I received from the With the lighted courts. Qub our path of lameness. 



Thursday, February 24,1994 OPINIONS 
Racial 

I am writing this letter in re-
sponse to an column written by Mr. 
Peter Savodnik (February 18,1994). 
Mr. Savodnik made some very es-
sential points in his article concern-
ing multiculturalism. I am in agree-
ment with many of the points he 
includes in his article. What out-
rages me, however, and provokes 
me to write this letter is the hypoc-
risy evident in Mr. Savodnik's ar-
ticle. I would like to point out the 
inconsistency in his article and to 
express my sadness at Mr. 
Savodnik's misinterpretation of 
multiculturalism and the way in 
which it is used to achieve what are 
admirable goals of our society and 
of Middlebury College in particu-
lar. 

I believe that Mr. Savodnik is 
correct in his assertion that 
Middlebury should "strive for 
excellence...[try to] rise above the 
regular, the norm, the real world." I 
also believe that which Mr. 
Savodnik chooses to phrase as a 
question, that, "race-blind, gender-
blind competition [is] the only way 
to ensure equality and justice for 
all." Nonetheless, I am not sure 
whether or not he realizes that at 
present, the real world itself is nei-
ther race-blind nor gender-
blind. Evidence of this exists in Mr. 
Savodnik's own article where in 
using a quote to back up his stance 
against Mr. Hengst, he writes, 
"Shelby Steele, the black author of 
The Content of Our Character, de-
scribes [race-holding] as using race 
to keep from looking at the indi-
vidual behind the face." 

How ironic that in the same sen-
tence in which Mr. Savodnik speaks 
of one writer's attempt to respect 

the individual for who he is and not 
fry the color of his skin, he inserts a 
description of the race of the author 
he quotes! I am not going to sec-
ond-guess the meaning behind Mr. 
Savodnik's use of this description, 
I am simply pointing out the ridicu-
lous and contradictory effect of his 
statement. 

In arguing that "we need more 
intelligent, thought-provoking stu-
dents," Mr. Savodnik is absolutely 
correct. However, what evidence 
does he have to support an argu-
ment that diversity and 
multiculturalism work against this 
goal? Mr. Savodnik's inherent im-
plication is that racial diversity at 
present does not reflect intelligence. 
He is implying that Middlebury 
College in reaching out to students 
from different backgrounds is not 
selecting intelligent, thought-pro-
voking students. If Mr. Savodnik 
would like to enlighten us on how 
he has encountered individuals here 
who do not meet his standards of 
intelligence and thought-provoca-
tion and relate these individuals to 
race he ought to do so. In such a 
case, he would risk only exposing 
his own opinion and not ridiculing 
himself by condescendingly judg-
ing intellect. 

In any case, how does he pro-
pose we evaluate the students who 
apply to this college who have 
grown up in the "real world?" This 
real world has discriminated against 
many individuals and continues to 
do so. We cannot accept the stan-
dards of this world in admitting 
students to this college if we strive 
to create a "better" community. We 
must look beyond SAT and ACT 
scores. We must look beyond tran-

scripts and look to the individual. 
Were we not to do this, we would 
not achieve anything "better" and 
we would remain stagnant in the 
same homogenous community 
which occupied thjs college in 1800. 
Ignorance pervades in homogenous 
communities. The only homogene-
ity we must accept here at 
Middlebury is the ability of all stu-
dents to survive in the academic 
environment of this college. 

I believe that Middlebury Col-
lege along with many other small, 
liberal arts colleges in America is 
beginning to realize that the homo-
geneity which exists at this school 
is detrimental to the development 
of the college. Middlebury needs to 
realize that many formsofdiscrimi-
nation in our society are present 
from the start of an individual's 
life. We need to create the opportu-
nity for this discrimination to be 
overcome. Middlebury College and 
the community it creates and pro-
motes is one way in which to start 
the emergence of that same com-
munity nationwide. 

Mr. Savodnik is correct in his 
statement that "the end of the 
multiculturalist movement is the 
dismemberment of traditional, 
American society." Mr. Savodnik 
does not inject his opinion on the 
ideals of multiculturalism in a di-
rect manner, however. Instead, he 
chooses to make statements about 
the multiculftiralist movement in a 
factual manner from an outsider's 
point of view. I am a supporter of 
the multiculturalist movement and 
of the end which Mr. Savodnik 
writes about. Traditional, Ameri-
can society has been racist, sexist 

(continued on page 8) 

Jester describes life at his court 
(continued from page 5) 
some apocryphal scripture as the 
basis for the teachings of the Jedi 
and that James Earl Jones should 
look around for therole of a mute, 
just for the acting challenge. I be-
lieve that Wolf Blitzer really coukl 
be a red wolf if he just let his 
sideburns grow a bit, and that De-
forest Kelly's dentures are worse 
than William Shatner's hairpiece. 

I believe Brian Schaefer '94 
should leam to focus his complaints 
about the Senior Comprehensive 
Program in English in a more con-
structive fashion; childish whining 
and finger-pointing at those who 
have a lot more knowledge and 
ability in agi ven field is not logical. 
One of my graders gave me a "C+" 
on a Comps essay, yet have I used 
the college's newspaper for a libel-
lous retaliation? 

I believe the anonymous profes-
sor who dared give me, Eugene 
Judd Swift, a "C+" on one of my 
Comps essays should meet me on 
Batell Field this Saturday night, 
alone, for a personal discussion of 
the matter... and remember: done 
mid unarmed (after all, people with 
guns kill people) or else I'm going 
straight to the Addition Indepen-
dent ... 

Ibelieve everyone needs to laugh 

f 

a bit more than they already do. 
I believe in the value of the one-

sentence paragraph and the power 
of the dash—especially the one in 
this sentence. I believe Peter 
Savodnik was right when he wrote 
on the distinction between thinking 
and feeling, yet missed the strength 
of his own logic in assuming that 
everyone on this campus thinks in 
his own linear fashion. If he truly 
thinks Middebury stands today, and 
should continue to stand, as a"hall-
mark of Puritan ingenuity," then he 
should think agdn. I think he missed 
the word "culture" in 
"multiculturalism" and therefore 
missed the point that diversity is 
not simply about whethrf"df Afri-
can- Americans think die same," but 
rather in the merging and mingling 
of different cultures, and therefore, 
different manners of thought. 

I believe that the drunken de-
struction that goes on here each and 
every weekend, in the dorms and on 
the campus as a whole, is inexcus-
able and deserves stronger mea-
sures than the fines which are 
scoffed at by those who do the dam-
age and anger those who do not. 

I believe Vermont and the na-
tion should realize that young people 
drink, and spend le» time, energy 
and money enforcing age-legisla-

tion and more time pursuing those 
who drink and destroy. 

I believe that the first signs of 
puberty should mark not only the 
beginnings of sex-education, but 
AIDS education as well, or before 
we realize what has happened, there 
will be no-one left to find a cure. I 
believe that every student entering 
this college should be required to 
sit down with Bob Cluss and learn 
the facts known about this disease 
as part of first-year orientation. 

I want a slang term for first-year 
student: although inoffensive, it just 
takes too long to say. , 

1 wish people would return the 
movies they borrow from me 
promptly without any effort on my 
part, and I want my copies of Ani-
mal House and Life of Brian back 
from the those who stole them when 
I was a first-year ... oh forget it. 

Lastly, I would just like to men-
tion that I loathe die tedious and 
endlessly recycled (they win the 
Green-Cup in my book) arguments 
which usually fill these Opinions 
pages, and that I will be devoting 
my future articles on those aspects 
and elements of Middlebury be-
havior and phenomenon which 
ment the opinionated wisdom of a 
fool... 

Tire Fool exits with a flourish. 

The Clinton Administration, last week, announced another crisis: 
As many as seven million Americans were homeless at some point in 
the late 1980s. Last spring, President Clinton ordered an interagency 
group to draft a plan that would end homelessness. The New York 
Times reports that the draft represents "a departure from a 12-year 
standoff between advocates for the homeless and Government offi-
cials about the scope and cause of homelessness... [marking] the first 
time the Government has called homelessness a large-scale problem 
that demands a large Fédéral response." 

The plan identifies poverty, racism and budget cuts as the chief 
causes of the increase in homelessness. The plan recommends increas-
ing HUD's (Housing andUrban Development) housing assistance 
budget and including housing costs when figuring the tax credits 
allotted to low-income workers. It also recommends expanding pro-
grams for the mentally ill, including aggressive efforts to get disturbed 
people into treatment. 

Martha Burt of the Urban Institute comments, "It's remarkable, in 
contrast to the Reagan and Bush years, in its recognition of the scope 
and complexity of the homeless problem." The homeless problem is 
indeed quite complex, significantly more complex than the Reagan, 
Bush or Clinton Administrations would lead you to believe. The 
current administration's claim of seven million homeless is, however, 
deceptive. Martha Burt's very same Urban Institute estimated the 
homeless figure at 600,000 only three years ago—a far cry from seven 
million. At the same time, the Census Bureau's estimate totaled 
272,000 homeless. The Clinton report aggregates the total number of 
individuals who were homeless at some point in the late 1980s. In 
response to critics, administration officials claim that the figures of 
600,000 and 7 million are consistent. Peter Rossi in Without Shelter 
reports that the average homeless person spends 25.6 months at a time 
on the street. This indicates that the Clinton estimate would corre-
spond to a "snap-shot" homeless figure of 3.7 million, much higher 
than the well-respected Urban Institute estimate. 

Beyond the figures and deceptions, homelessness is a real problem 
that affects the United States, just as it affects nearly every industrial-
ized country of the world. A wealthy society, such as ours, has the 
responsibility tocombat the structural factors that foster homelessness. 
Poverty, racism and budget cqts, however, are clearly simple explana-
tions for a complex problem. 

Poverty is clearly a cause of homelessness; homeless people do not 
typically have much money. Racism is an immeasurable quality, a 
buzzword, that the Clinton administration uses to explain why a higher 
percentage of minorities are homeless than are whites. And, contrary 
to popular belief, the Reagan administration increased spending on 
HUD projects. 

The Republicans have traditionally cited factors such as drug and 
alcohol abuse and mental illness as the driving forces behind the 
homeless problem. A compilation of forty empirical studies reveals 
that 34 percent of the homeless are rated as chronic mentally ill, while 
another 33 percent are alcoholics. Evidence indicates that another 6 
percent of the homeless claim to choose their lifestyle, so-called 
wanderlust. It is clear that many homeless people either bring their 
plight upon themselves—through choice, alcoholism, or drugs—or 
are mentally handicapped. Those who do not choose, deserve help 
through mental institutions and drug and alcohol programs. Unfortu-
nately, a large number are still victims of structural problems. 

The decay of the inner-cities, increase in illegitimacy, lack of 
educational opportunities in certain areas and expansion of govern-
ment programs all have had a major impact on not only homelessness, 
but on crime, poverty and a host of other problems as well. Poverty is 
certainly the prevailing factor, but neither the direct, nor the root 
cause. I will limit this discussion to the more direct causes of 
homelessness; those that we can more readily rectify. 

Lack of affordable housing, technological advances and the 
globalization of companies coupled with a high minimum wage have 
dramatically increased the number of poor and homeless people in this 
(and other Western) countries. 

Inexpensive single-room-occupancy (SRO) hotels that formerly 
accommodated otherwise would-be homeless people have decreased 
in number to virtual nonexistence. SROs offered rooms at between $2 
and $4 a night (at currentdollars). As social security benefits expanded 
in the 1970s, levels of homelessness dropped and many of these 
SRO's and similar cubicle-style apartments gave way to grand hotels 
and department stores. 

Technological advances, immigration from Latin America and 
movement of production facilities abroad began to erode the jobs upon 
which unskilled labor relied. Many "homeless" saw their opportunity 
for seasonal and part-time work disappear and with that came their 
inability to pay the increasingly high levels of mit. 

The government's answer to the problem has been HUD and 
various housing subsidies. Unfortunately, spending has been misdi-
rected and ineffective, lining the pockets of landowners and attracting 

(continued on page 8) 



defends 
(continued from page 5) literary selections for two hours in tion. She didn't stop until she was felt sorry for her. Her job searches, state of rational discourse his illogi-
I hope the above review makes clear, the presence of two instructors. In satisfied I looked bad." after all, now more urgent thap my cal and splenetic diatribe. Had he 
but Professor Sudan on hér own this case, the other Instructor was This is at once a conveniently own." Let me point out that Profes- ever bothered to seek me out (as I 
initiative invited four members of not only the most senior member of vague and slanderous characteriza- sor Sudan (who, in addition to be- repeatedly urged all students to do 
the senior staff to visit several of the English Department, but the tion of what I understand to have ing a talented teacher, also has an if there were any problems), I would 
her classes this fall. These visits most senior member of the entire been a brief period of appropriately outstanding record of significant have listened to his complaints and 
only served to confirm our sense of faculty, with over 40years of teach- sharp questioning. It also insults scholarly publication) is currently tried to deal with them patiently, 
her dedicated, resourceful and ef- ing experience at Middlebury. The the other instructor, implying that being considered for tenure-track Instead, he chose to publicly and 
fective teaching. orals grade is determined by con- he just sat there, 40 years' experi- positions at major university de- undeservedly malign one of my 

"Specifically," Mr. Schaefer sulfations and both instructors must ence and all, while Mr. Schaefer partments of literature across the colleagues,identifyingherbyname 
writes, "my complaint with Sudan agree on the grade. Therefore, Pro- was gratuitously abused. I myself country. and traducing and calumniating her 
is that 1 think she evaluated me fessor Sudan could not by herself worked with Professor Sudan in The rest ofMr. Schaefer's letter without cause, without reason and 
unfairly on the oral section of the have assigned a grade to Mr. one orals group, and I found her to descends into self-indulgent rant without truth. For this reason he 
exam." He attributes this to her Schaefer's performance. be a vigorous, tough-minded and about the worthlessness of the en- deserves a severe and public re-
"newness"andher"nastiness."Mr. Professor Sudan is alleged by scrupulously fair examiner, we tire Comps program and concludes buke. 
Schaefer fails to mention how the Mr. Schaefer to hâve "misinter- agreed on all four grades with abso- with ageneral condemnation of the 
oral exam is structured: four stu- preted a remark I made, and lutely no debate. Mr. Schaefer con- English Department faculty and the v David Price 
dents make individual presentations launched an attack for several min- descendingly sneers that, despite major as a whole. It would be too Professor of English 
andthencompareandcontrasttheir utes based on her misinterpreta- Professor Sudan's attack, he "only tedious to attempt to restore to the Director of Comps 
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Sophomores button and Thomas practice in front of_ Hepburn. 
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Look Who's 
Graduated 

I love America, don't get me 
wrong. I'm just as patriotic as the 
next guy: I buy "Made in the 
U.S.A." cotton shirts, drive a Ply-
mouth and explode more than my 
fair share of firecrackers every 
Fourth of July. Buthonestly, I just 
couldn't give a frog's foot about 
the Winter Olympics. 

First of all, it's in Lillehammer, 
which immediately should send 
you warning lights that this is 
going to be the most super-hyped 
up media-covered event since 
Michael Jackson showed a little 
too much T.L.C. to a young boy 
(like that event wasn't blown too 
much out of proportion). Who's 
the guy who gets to decide where 
the Olympics get to be held any-
way? Lillehammer? Where's that 
supposed to be, Munchkinland? 
Personally, I think if the media 
was really smart, they would have 
paid someone to get the thing 
moved to the Bronx. Light the 
torch in Yankees Stadium and 
then, take it into the streets. Imag-
ine the announcers."We're stand-
ing across the street from the Third 
Avenue Bridge as the Russian 
team gets ready for their second 
run on the bobsled. The Russians 
were a little disappointed with 
their first run time of one hour and 
seventeen minutes. They were on 
record-breaking pace after the First 
leg of the race when they ran into 
a small group of street punks who 
delayed them. 

"However, without their 
watches and wallets, the Russian 
team is tifow lighter and more 
streamlined for the upcoming run. 
Let's hope Vladmir'seye doesn't 
swell up too much when the cold 
air hits it. As they get ready, let's 
quickly go to Chuck over at 
Rikers' Island covering the in-
mate wrestling event" 

1 will admit some of the events 
are kind of cool. Mogul skiing, 
ski-jumping and the downhill 
events are good. Basically, any 
event where participants go at in-
sane speeds and face impending 
death (or really serious pain) if 
they wipe out is worth watching. 
But luge? What the heck is a luge? 
It sounds like something you 
might find in a used Kleenex. But 
every four years, the world be-
comes fascinated with speculat-
ing who is going to take the luge 
event. And the thing about all 
theseevents is that if you mess up 
by like, four hundredths of a sec 
ond. you cad up tied with Argen-
tina for forty-seventh place. 

Imagine if the everyday world 
was run with Olympic time-stao-

New Dorms' renovations making headway 
By Parcy Normand 

, Remember die end of last year? 
All students heard about was the 
impending renovations on the New 
Dorms: How they were behind 
schedule, or how students would 
have to switch dorms at die end of 
the year. 

Now, with only one interruption 
in the normal flow of activity (the 
cuttingoff of power from the New 
Dorms and Barnes, so it could be 
restored to Hadley), no one on cam-
pus seems to mind, or know exactly 
what is going on up there. 

Everyone can hear a variety of 
noises, see clouds of dust, and just 
wonder about what is happening. 
Even the residents of the New 
Dorms wonder what the loud 
crashes are about at eight o'clock in 
the morning. 

Although it may not always be 
desireable, students living in 
Milliken and Kelly are able to see 
and hear the daily progress occur-
ring in the Hadley renovation. 

At present,the renovations don't 
look like much, except for a large 
sheet covering much of Hadley. In 
the future, this will all be changed. 
Right now, the residents of the New 
Dorms just wait. 

Among all of this bustling activ-
ity are the noisy machines, the con-
struction materials and the many 
people that are contributing to the 
completion of the largest renova-
tion project in Middlebury history. 

The renovation is nearing the 
end of the first phase, which in-
cludes the demolition and gutting 
of Hadley as well as the demolition 
of the three foot overhang on Ross. 

Phil O'Halloran, who works 

Tittany Ctoflln 
New Dorm renovations make headway despite the problems caused by the freeze this winter. 

solely ondemolition,explained that 
his day consists of a brief job meet-
ing in the morning and then aday of 
jack hammering, blasting and clear-
ing. 

Currently he is working on the 
roof of Ross, clearing the overhang 
so that Milliken may be extended, 
connecting it with Hadley. 
O'Halloran, having taken a look at 
the other New Dorms, said that he 
"cannot wait to get [his| hands on 
Milliken." 

Although the cold has hampered 
progress somewhat, the workers 
have endured snow and cold, and 
have dedicated themselves to 
completion of a job in which they 
take much pride. 

By eight o'clock each morning 
the whistle of construction equip-
ment can be heard as another day of 
work begins. 

Because of the cold, renovation 
plans are about three weeks behind 
schedule. DaveCousino.aconstruc-
tion worker, said that currently the 
workers are beginning to set the 
staging so that stone work may be 
put up on the exterior of Hadley. 

Doug Williamson, project man-
ager, directs the activity of the work-
ers and is responsible for the bud-
get. He says that it is difficult to 
coordinate all of the workers and 
get an organized process started up 
so fast. "Even so," he says, "many 
parts of the renovations are right on 

schedule." 
The workers are busy complet-

ing the framing of Hadley, and 
beginning the exterior stonework. 
Additionally, they began the dig-
ging of a new foundation for Ross 
Lounge so that there can be a base-
ment and the blasting of Ross. 
Williamson says that Hadley is due 
to be complete by June I, while (he 
total project will be finished by 
June 1995. 

It is ob\qous that (he construc-
tion workers will be enjoying the 
spring thaw after many months of 
hard work during the bitter winter 
months. They hope to regain the 
lost time and complete the project 
on schedule. 

Singers realize dreams 

late for work. you're not « 
t continued on oaae H 
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By Elizabeth Pel Colliano 

Pipe dreams are sweet things, 
lingering in the air just beyond real-
ity. There is something satisfying 
about the attitude of one who actu-
ally reaches for what they dream 
about— it speaks of a certain brand 
of spirit, determination and confi-
dence. 

The college atmosphere can be 
the place where pipe dreams take 
on substance, and where the future 
of these endeavors spreads wide 
open. 

With opportunities everywhere 
one might look, it is easy to find 
new activities. Every college is full 
of people who look ahead to the 
future, and Middlebury is no ex-
ception. 

Two women, in the great tradi-
tion of dream-grabbing, have be-
gun to take their interests to the 
public, being seen, and more im-
portantly, heard. With just one gui-
tar and two voices, they have moved 
from the private to the public vena. 

This year, sophomores Laura 
Thomas and Lindsay Lutton have 
began reaching for their dreams as 
performers. 

The beginnings never seem to 
be exceptional — there was no 
magic boh that struck and inspired 
song for either of them. For Lutton. 

her musical beginnings were under 
the Christmas tree last year, when 
Santa offered her a guitar. To com-
plete the picture, her next door 
neighbor liked to sing. Late night 
sessions confined to playing one 
Indigo Girls' song over and over 
became a pasttime. 

What was a fun thing to do in the 
private space of a dorm room be-
came a passion the first Parents' 
Weekend this year, when the two 
decided to perform in the talent 
show. 

Thomas remembers the turning 
point, saying,"It was such a great 
experience!" While the excitement 
of achieving an aspiration can fuel 
the hopeful, there is nothing that 
compares to the boost of confidence 
that accompanies public approval 

And the proverbial ball started, 
rolling: another talent show, a faux 
"coffee house" in the Arts Center, 
the Gamut Room, and even time at 
the Amigo's mike, widened the 
scope of performance places for the 
singers. 

Both agreed that this exposure 
encouraged them to keep expand-
ing the repertoire of songs, chiefly 
drawing from what Lutton calls 
"folksy alternative" groups, such 
as the Indigo Girls, Cowboy Junk-
ies and The Story. 

(continued on page 12) 
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J-Term attitudes slide into spring 
By Cène Swift 

As I write this article on the 
beginnings of Spring Term 1994, 
the temperature is a comfortable 58 
degrees. There are people in shorts 
and T-shirts out there instead of the 
usual coats, gloves and chinchilla 
hats. With such a clear signal that 
spring is almost upon us, how could 
there possibly be any difficulty for 
students making the transition into 
Spring Term? 

Almost all of the problems stu-
dents have encounteredduring these 
first few days of the new semester 
can be traced back to Middlebury's 
trimester, 4-1 -4 system of academia. 
After all, we students slave our way 
through a seemingly-endless au-
tumn, coming off the freedom and 
happiness of the summer months, 
and then are granted a reprieve from 
the daily grind in the form of the 
Winter Term. Instead of four 
classes, students and teachers take/ 
teach only one, facilitating a fo-
cused mind and a relaxed body. 

And then, before anyone knows 
exactly what is happening, Spring 
Term arrives and spoilseveryone's 
fun.The faculty,despite theirseem-
ingly professional exterior, grumble 
at the prospect of multiple classes 

and discussion sections, and lash 
out at the poor, helpless student 
body with massive syllabi, huge 
reading lists and 450 pages due for 
the second class meeting. 

The student body responds, in 
an equally juvenile fashion, by 
clinging to all those nasty habits we 
developed over J-Term, such as 

The faculty, despite 
their seemingly 
professional exterior, 
grumble at the prospect 
of multiple classes and 
discussion sections, 
and lash out at the 
poor, helpless student... 

drinking heavily every night and 
destroying the dorms in which we 
live, wandering into class five min-
utes late with a cup of coffee and a 
bagel, and complaining about 
Comps (OK, only some of us 
haven't learned to grow up, accept 
our grades and put such things be-
hind us.) 

The point is: Winter Term and 
Spring Term are two completely 
different atmospheres. To expect 

V O I C E S 
What event are you most looking 
forward to for Winter Carnival? 

The luge — I want to see 
how many people we can fit in 
the canoe!" 

—Deriy Mason '96 

• "The Ball — 1 finally have a 
girlfriend for it!" J 

—Scott Codes '94 

one to leap boldly from the former 
to the latter without adverse effects 
is downright silly (show me the 
person who came into Spring Term 
prepared for what was to come, and 
I'll show you someone who wasted 
their break). 

One might expect the Otter Non-
sense Players, a group trained in 
using the tools of improvisation to 
make light of any situation, would 
have an easy time adapting to the 
random suggestions of professors. 
However, this expectation does not 
hold true. While Stephanie Tucker 
'94 said, "I found it invigorating... 
my last semester at Middlebury!", 
her diametric opposite, Brooke 
Capps '97 stated, "I discovered l'm 
still embarking on this journey 
called college." Other Otters were 
indifferent towards the new semes-
ter. Ever-articulate and lucid 
Brendan O'Leary '94 called his 
work this past week "the same-o' 
same-o'." Margaret Wright '94, a 
survivor of the SeniorComps stated 
this past week, "felt like my J-Term, 
because I didn't get a real one." 

Coert Voorhees '96 and Emma 
Ansara '96 seemed ^fairly over-
whelmed initially by the arrival the 
Spring Semester, but now have 
things under control. "I've been 
busy as hell — 1 was ridiculously 
over my head," said Voorhees with 
a laugh, while Ansara's forehead 
wrinkled in frustration. 

"You seem torn between many 
different foci," she said, then not-
ingher J-Term internship away from 
the campus continued, "plus you 
want to catch up with people you 
haven't seen for a while.Trankly, 
there are only a few ways to truly 
make the transition smoother: 

1) Contact your professors by 
fax during break and transfer the 
syllabi to a computerized day-plan-
ner, while ordering the texts from 
the publishers directly. 

2) Make believe J-Term is truly 
not Over, and call your former pro-
fessors on a daily basis asking them 
when the class is going to meek 

3) Ski in the Feb ceremony at 
Breadtoaf, get an internship at the 
Addison Independent and then bum 
around entertaining others ... after 
all, if the problem withSpringTerm 
is the classload. graduate early and 

! 

s except for good food «"Definitely not the ball -
; — that's all 'cause I don't have a date!" 
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Tiffany Claflin 
J-Term attitudes follow students well into the spring semester. 

Feldman's Graduated 
(continued from page 9) 
fired but they've already hired a 
new guy who has done more for the 
company than you have in the last 
two years. Instead of people using 
phrases like, "I'll be with you in a 
minute," they say, "I' 11 be with you 
in 59.53, okay?" Domino's Pizza 
now promises to deliver before you 
can hang up the phone or it's free. 

Everything in the Olympics is 
speed, speed, speed. That's the 
wholething. We have enough dead-
lines in our lives as it is. Maybe 
that's why we enjoy watching the 
Olympics so much. We sit down in 
front of the TV, watching as Thor 
Babahoofenfoos attempts to shave 
.35 seconds off his best time in the 
giant slalom just to snag a bronze. 
Suddenly that paper due next Fri-
day some time before five o'clock 
doesn't seeiii all that pressing. 

Still, I wouldn't mind seeing a 
few events in which contestants 

could just take their time and do 
something really constructive. Like 
how about ice-sculpting? It's 
winterish in theme and a lot of 
people really enjoy looking at a 
nice piiece of crafted icé. 

Or maybe a cooking event where 
participants would compete to see 
who can make the best filet mignon 
with vegetables au gratin. If you 
had to have a speed-related event 
you could do a fastest team to hard 
boil an egg event. That would be 
good. 

Well, I suppose I shouldn't re-
ally complain too much. After all, 
we only have to put up with this 
stuff twice a decade. 

So let me just end by saying, 
"Go for the gold, U.S.A. Give *em 
everything you got." I'd write more 
on the subject but unfortunately, 
I've only got five minutes to get to 
work. 

I think I can get there in4:59:23. 

WINTER SPEÇIA L J_! ! 
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Ice climber captures essence of perils atop Adirondacks 
By Mash Alexander 

European climbers developed 
ice axes andcramp-ons at the end of 
the 19th century to climb peaks in 
the Alps. Mountaineering, however, 
has evolved away from the path of 
least resistance and into the raw 
nature of risk and challenge. 

The concept of arriving at a sum-
mit has grown more symbolic than 
visible as people have left the easy 
ways to the top and avoided the 
actual summits altogether. 

People are now even climbing 
frozen waterfalls. Anyone who has 
hiked through nature in winter 
knows the sublime allure of frozen 
solitude, but why would people 
climb ice, let alone mountains? 

My partner. Flash Clark'92, who 
has recently returned from the Nor-
dic ski nationals in Alaska, sounds 
the familiar staccato sequence of 
progress up a waterfall. 

The kick and crunch of cramp-
on front-points combines with the 
resonating thuds of ice axes as they 
stick into plastic ice to provide a 
powerful rhythm through the naked 
limbs of birch and maple trees that 
click and clack together like fingers 
on glass. 

I look up to admire the 
Champlain Valley, a patchwork 
quilt of pastoral winter. Squares of 
white fields checkerboard the land-
scape in and among wooded 
streams, corn silos and farmhouses. 

Plumes of smoke rise from wood 
stoves as twilight shoots across the 
land igniting pastures red, adding a 
certain mysticism to the scene. 

Austere Adirondack Mountains 
float on the horizon as snow cov-
ered slides and ridgelines catch pink 
from the sun to contrast their 
wooded saddles and slopes that 
blend with low clouds and mist 
over the lake. 

Climbing here, along the west 
face of South Mountain in the Bristol 
Cliffs Wilderness, is my favorite 
way to enjoy winter. 

A slow trickle in the summer, 
thiscliff supportsaremarkable flow 
of ice in winter. 

Thick and blue and yellow it 
cascades over the edge like frozen 
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Martha Newell 
Ice climbers dare to brave the frozen waterfalls where few others ever consider exploring. 

lava to fall 60 feet in »» vertical 
curtain that stretches about 100 feet 
in width. The flow then billows its 
way 200 feet down the face with 
intermittent vertical sections before 
frilling into snow and rocks below. 
Sometimes the blue hue is the dead 
give away but the long white stripe 
of ice is always outstanding, and 
beckoning. 

As Rash climbs higher, coming 
near the crest, I find myself peering 
over the edge to try and catch a 
glimpse of his helmet or his tools. 

I can't see him but know he's 
thinking about nothing more than 
the ice immediately before him. 

I look up again to follow tendri is 
of tree limbs that reach out over the 
edge and into the sky to notice the 
sun reflected red off frozen Lake 
Champlain. 

The Adirondack Mountains rise 
up I ike arrows to God and I contem-
plate the endless winter waterfalls 
yet to be climbed. Ice climbing may 
embody the spirit of the frontier. 

There are certainly easier ways 
to ascend mountains and people are 
rightfully curious why climbers seek 
such paths. It just seems so stupid, 

such an unnecessary risk. Climb-
ers, for the most part, are misunder-
stood as egotistical. 

Anyone who has been this close 
to the edge will tell you that egos 
can kill. The best climbers lack ego 
in moments of transcendence on 
the rock or ice and just fail to trans-
late the same modesty among 
barstools and friends. It's the hu-
mility that saves you, the respect. 

While climbers might appear as 
rebellious outlaws undaunted by 
fear, unchecked by reality with no 
concept of limits, they are in fact 
quite in touch with who they are 
and what their limits are. They just 

believe in pushing their limits, 
knowing that all things are bom to 
change. 

People push limits out of in-
stinct, to see what is possible and 
climb for many different reasons. 
Symbolically we climb mountains 
every day. 

We set goals for ourselves and 
strive to achieve them with deter-
mination, experiencing peaks in 
relationships and valleys in dealing 
with responsibilities. 

We always move on because it's 
part of life. Climbing real moun-
tains or vertical ice, then, is really 
no different than reaching out to a 

friend or putting in your time at the 
library. Climbing just condenses 
the process of seeking into a tan-
gible moment where goals are met 
in person. , 

You believe in yourself, you be-
lieve in your desires and you re-
spond with action. 

The old adage that we climb 
mountains simply because they are 
there could be expanded with phi-
losophy but the reasons are cer-
tainly different for everyone. 

It seems to have something to do 
with self respect and self confi-
dence, fulfilling a desire to cel-
ebrate life while practicing patience 
and balance and concentration. 
Some call it meditation, some com-
pare it to ballet, but no matter what 
we discern from enlarging solitude, 
it is unique for everyone and very 
personal. 

Maybe climbers are trying to 
teach us about communicating with 
the soul, through nature, by living 
on the edge. 

Cli mbing may be a way for some 
people to act out their dreams with 
open eyes to see what is possible. 

Since we may never know, since 
we may never actually arrive, stuck 
like Sisyphus — up the mountain 
only to come down and climb it 
again, perhaps then we should pause 
sometime along the way to feel at 
home on the journey, focused on 
the destination but content with the 
climb. 

Since we, as human beings, are 
defined by where we are and how 
we got here, it seems that the heart 
ofclimbingmayrest in the quest for 
a true sense of place both within the 
body and within nature. 

Volunteers plan out new semester 
By Shamoil Shipchandler 

Although Volunteer Services 
may not be the largest organiza-
tions on campus, it certainly con-
tributes the most to the surrounding 
Middlebury community. 

The organization, made up of a 
few dedicated members, had its first 
meeting of the spring semester on 
Monday. In this meeting, the mem-

I Volunteer 

bers planned out many of the activi-
ties that non-profit organizations in 
town so desperately need. 

The volunteers opened the meet-
ing discussing the previous week's 
Community Breakfast, which "was 
a huge success. There was a lot of 
volunteers that showed up. The only 
problem was that it was aimed at 

. the Febs and no Febs showed up!" 
said Susanne Horn '96. 

How to involve more students 
has always been a major question, 
as many of the volunteers who par-
ticipate in the original volunteer 
preview drop out of the organiza-
tion. 

"It would be great to get more 
Middlebur^ students involved in 
the program," said Pete 
Schermerhorn '96. Horn contin-
ued that "We need to emphasize a 
group effort rather than an indi-
vidual effort and have students 
become involved." 

One way that the volunteers are 
going to try to resolve this problem 
is to have students involve them-
selves in activities in a group. This 
way, they will be able to be with 
their friends, and help the commu-
nity as well. 

The members of Volunteer Ser-
vices will be able to apply this strat-
egy in the Hunger Clean-up, tenta-
tively planned for the last Saturday 
m April. In this activity, worksta-
tions are set wp in the town, and the 

volunteers spend an afternoon woik-
ing around the community. The 
volunteers are sponsored for their 
work, and the proceeds are usually 
split between the National Students 
Campaign Against Hunger and 
Homelessness and another 
Middlebury organization. 

Students will hopefully enterthe 
HungerClean-upacti vities in a team 
with their friends, which should 
encourage many more to join in. 
Schermerhorn summed up the days' 
events stating "Hunger Clean-up is 
a wonderful activity which will be 
a lot of fun. It's been so much fun in 
the past." t 

The volunteers also discussed 
ways to get the faculty involved in 
their efforts. This has always been 
the toughest part of any volunteer 
organization. This attitude was 
summed up by Lisa Old '96 saying 
"We'd like to get the faculty in-
volved, but they are more lacklus-
ter than the students." 

Although Volunteer Services 
does not have the number of stu-
dents it would Iike4hey still remain 
optimistic for the coming semester. 
With several activities coming up, 
over the next couple of months, the 
volunteers remain busy, but hope-
ful that more people will motivate 
and sign up. After all, says 
Schermerhorn, "It is a great organi-
zation that does a lot of good in the 
community." 
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Living by art: Middlebury graduate puts his music first 
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By Lewis Robinson 

Lewis Robinson 

Trumpet player Bill Heminway has forsaken the world's vanities for the sake of his artistic work. 

Cartoonist subverts conformity 
By Brian Perry 

Every morning I sit and read the 
comics. The newspaper is post-
CNN old news, unread sports and 
comics. Twenty five stabs at hu-
mor, seven days a week, one day in 
colo with an extended plot line. 
Two rows of Beetle Bailey, two Far 
Sides and a Prince Valiant on Sun-
days. 

Sundays, they cover up the news 
with bright, colorful comics. They 
line them up at the store, next to thé 
magazine shelf at the checkout cor-
ral, on the most exciting day of the 
week. Hagar the Horrible, Blondie, 
and again, like a plague, Beetle 
Bailey; all displayed proudly like 
newborns. This is the product of the 
cartoon artists' toil, left on your 
doorstep each day, like an orphan. 
Please take good care of this, it's 
my baby. 

Sometime back in the forties and 
fifties, when we were fat with the 
whole war thing, and we were win-
ners, and not humbled, a man, per-
haps even a cartoonist, was locked 
in a cell with a stack of paper one 
million sheets tall, some black pens, 
and watercolors of course for the 
Sunday funnies. Imprisoned in fois 
fashion, they (perhaps foe govern-
ment, perhaps big business) bid him 
to produce. 

You must make one million 
Beetle Bailey Brand comic strips. 
He was handed briefbut spotty char-
acter sketches, and loose plot lines 
under foe headings Army Food, 
Beede Laziness, Sarge Brutality. 
Secretarial Sexism aod General 
Plays Golf. The man, or woman, 
using these simple tools, sat down 
to wask. In ten years foe task was 
done. One million strips, artfully 
rendered, subtly humored, to be 
released at the rate of one per day 
for the next two-thousand-seven-

; years. And 
is so bor-

ing. And Nancy, and Heathcliff and 

Far Side stands alone as well. 
Doonesbury, though banished to 
run underneath the ietters-to-the-
editors from the locals, is definitely 
one of the ail time greats. Life in 
Hell, the breeding ground for the 
Simpsons, does not run in my town 
but is another personal favorite. 
There are others as well, but in my 
opinion the comics page has never 
been the same since the end of 
Bloom County. 

Whether it is art, social com-
mentary or cheap thrills, for some 
reason I have always taken the com-
ics page pretty seriously. Real hu-
mor in such a constricted medium 
is hard, but bad humor must be 
effortless. The Lockhoms, Peanuts 
and Marmadukes of the world are 
living examples that somehow stay 
alive even as they drown daily in 
their own mediocrity. 

So after all the daily indoctrina-
tion, humor and critical attacks, I 
somehow began making a cartoon 
as well. Oh yes, I thought, I know 
how todo this right I have watched 
the others' mistakes and triumphs 
for so long, I cm step in and build 
something bigger and better from 
foe sweat and pencil shavings of 
my predecessors. ! studied the car-
toons that Bake Breathed made 
while he attended the University of 
Texas, in his proto-Bloom County 
years. I read foe comics pages even 
more carefully, studying foe lan-
guage, style aid delivery of their 
humor, or lack thereof. I sa down, 
pencil in hand, and 1 drew. It was 
November. 

I went <Mi to create something 
that many others, and many times 
even I myself, can not always un-
-U - - - » -U T WmiA MUMtl -use— ••mm 

aerstaiw i nave spent numerous 

Middlebury College itself. The 
sources of material are practically 
endless. 

A cartoon is not funny, in a con-
ventional sense. It highlights adark 
side of humanity foa we rarely ad-
mit to ourselves, a least not here at 
the college. It's not dark like pure 
evil, just dark like foe recesses of 
human nature. We a i suppress the 
daily hypocrisies, the unconscious 
and uncaring abandonment of ide-
as and travel in the sleepwalk of 
not being lelf-aware. This is terri-
tory ripe with the irony of a ubiqui-
tous baseball cap, or a greeting re-
peated to foe point of cliché or a 
self-important administration. Af-
ter stripping away false exteriors, 
we find that human beings, and 
human endeavor, are pretty funny. 
Even so, we are afraid to look fool-
ish, as though others around were 
not afraid of the same thing. In my 
opinion, however, nothing and no 
one is above beingjpwghed at, espe-
cially when it's deserved. 

The trumpet player for the So-
Called Jazz Sextet, Bill Heminway, 
sits in a rusted metal chair perched 
atop a worn-out picnic table, sur-
rounded by snow. He looks out 
from the hill on which he lives in 
Salisbury. 

His compound is simple: a one 
room structure to sleep in, lit with 
candles, heated by the cords of 
wood he cuts. He carries his water 
up the long trail which winds 
through the woods from a more 
traveled road. We sit on top of foe 
picnic table and look out on the 
Salisbury swamp and the undis-
turbed wilds; the Green Mountains 
stand clearly above the valley. The 
sun shines and melts the snow. Our 
view is simply overwhelming, but 
Bill is cautious: "this warm wind 
can be deceptive." 

Heminway makes it clear that 
living simply in the woods is not 
original. "There are plenty of people 
up here in Vermont, strapped, but 
getting by with their art." He does 
feel, however, that his lifestyle, 
while not being creative in itself, 
has taught him a certain dignity 
which has become central to his 
ability to live and create. "Now, I 
just need to put wood on the fire 
and play my music." 

Since coming to Middlebury in 
1987 (for, among other things, a 
college education), he has played 
his trumpet in a serious way; seri-
ous, he would say, because it in-
volves an aspiration to "create and 
contribute something unique for 

society,something whichlrespect" 
With mentors such as Penny 

Campbell (Dance Department) and 
Bill Dixon (at Bennington College) 
helping him to realize the impor-
tance of integrating art into living, 
he is able to see creation in aclearer 
way. and not only as a means for an 
end. 

Campbell helped him to develop 
an eye that could "discover pat-
terns and cycles." She taught him 
artistic tenacity, enabling him to 
trust himself to pay full attention to 
personal creation, ignoring the in-
fluences of audience. 

Dixon's role as a teacher came 
in a more technical way; he pro-
vided Heminway with foe tools to 
relearn the art of trumpet playing, 
revising his old pressure mouth-
piece technique and replacing it 
with a non-pressure style. This re-
working has given him "ten times 
greater access to personal creation 
itself, with much more control ... 
it's like being able to breathe under 
water." 

Bill Heminway is coming out of 
yet another long Vermont winter of 
living in a bare-boned way with no 
pretensions about the severity of 
his endeavor. 

Endurance, he admits, is essen-
tial, and "doing" must become that 
which is revered. There is nothing 
else. 

Nothing, of course, except for 
remaining skeptical of the warm 
winds which blow on his hill; it 
takes a lot to remain faithful to the 
power of music, and it seems that 
Heminway is prepared. 

Artists must face future 
By Jen Kull 

Every college student must face 
his or her future and decide what to 
do with it. If you find your place in 
the artistic world, then you should 
run at it full tilt, no holds barred. 
Take what is offered to you through 
education, gaining from it all that 

•-«v.. 
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you possibly can. If you find ob-
stacles, call upon the power that 
you possess as a student of this 
school and break them down. Al-
low yourself to have the best. This 
is the path of a successful artist. 

Theater is a dangerous institu-
tion. In order to be successful in the 
American theatrical world, you 
must be prepared to give mind, body 
and soul to your dream. When an 
actress or actor is critiqued, it is his 
orher psyche and personality which 
is praised or attacked. Training stu-
dents to be thrust into the harsh 
world of their chosen art is, there-
fore, a major responsibility. 

In college, where everything is 
still relatively safe and honest, the 
professors do their best to instill in 
their students a sense of security 
surrounding their craft. The direc-
tors of Middlebury's artistic pro-
grams are no different in this re-
spect. They have foe power of pro-
fessors, advisors and mentors to 
make or break the confidence of foe 
artists at this school. That load is an 
extremely heavy one to lay on foe 
shoulders of any individual. 

As tn any creative environment, 
however, there have been murmurs 

to be reaping foe benefits: 
foe students You bear these 
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By David Hamilton 

Richard Thompson has been a critic's darling forever. Two of his 
albums recorded with his former wife, Linda Thompson, were ranked by 
Rolling Stone in the top hundred albums ever. He is a guitarist's guitarist 
who has influenced contemporary artists as diverse as Patty Larkin and 
Bob Mould, and his songs have been covered by everyone, from former 
bandinate Sandy Denny to the Pointer Sisters. Yet, for most of the 
listening public, his name remains unfamiliar. 

This could have something to do with the difficulty people have in 
categorizing Thompson's music. He remains very popular within the folk 
community for his amazing acoustic live shows, as well as his member-
ship in the legendary band Fairport Convention, whose work in the late 
sixties and early seventies turned British traditional music into rock as 
light us any made before or since. He is an awe- inspiring electric guitarist 
as well. His style combines finger picking, flat picking, and incredible 
dexterity for some of the greatest solos ever recorded, 

Thompson is regarded as possibly the greatest living British songwriter, 
as a recent "tribute" album (The World is a Wonderful Place, on Green 
Linnet Records) attests. He has recorded with Mould and Michael Stipe 
in the Golden Palominos as well as with zydeco greats Beausoleil. He has 
played concerts as a duo with David Byrne and a mere two years ago he 
toured with Shawn Colvin as opener and backup singer in his band. 

His last album, Rumour and Sigh, was a comeback of sorts; it was 
lauded by critics and picked up by the then-developing field of alternative 
rudio before being nominated for a Grammy as alternative album of the 
year. With the release of Mirror Blue last week Thompson has continued 
his line of strongalbums rooted in tradition while rocking hard and having 
fun. despite the doom and gloom which seems to be an inherent element 
of his songwriting. 

Mirror Blue is as gloomy as Thompson's writing has ever been. The 
foreboding music of "For the Sake of Mary" and "1 Ride in Your 
Slipstream" matches the mood of the lyrics, but even the spirited numbers 
like "Shane and Dixie," about an attempted murder-suicide, can shock 
those not familiar with his songs. The three acoustic tracks are the true 
standouts on the album. 

Thompson considers many of his ballads to be an extension of tradi-
tional British music written about contemporary life. 'Tak ing)? Busi-
ness Elsewhere"and "King of Bohemia" are 
the beautiful "Beeswing" that Thompson truly 
approaches the speed and complexity of his 
arrangement of mandolin, fluteandpipes 
for this song about lost love. 
, Mirror Blue may not be the best introduction to 
Mitchell Froom's production has toned down his guitar 
keyboard gloss over the whole which is not present in T 
performance. The irony of Mirror Blue lies in its likelihood of 
his status us và "alternative" icon, for his sound has not changed 
candy over the past twenty years. He has always used the past to 
ahead of his times; it seems thai the times may be finally catching 

Renowned American sculptor 
David Smith says that "the charac-
teristics of metal are those of this 
century: power, structure, destruc-
tion and brutality." 

From now .until May, in the 
Johnson Gallery in the Arts Center, 
an installation of sculpture' and 
drawings by one of Smith's big 
contemporaries, Richard 
Stankiewicz, is being shown. "Ri-
chard Stankiewicz: Sculpture in 
Steel," acollection of smaller sculp-
tures, follows an outstanding year 
for the Middlebury College Mu-
seum. 

V Perhaps you have seen 
Stankiewicz's sculpture in an art 
history class and,as I did, found it 
thoroughly without merit. Not to 
worry. Emmie Donadio has as-
sembled these worics with splendid 
understanding of the artist's aes-
thetic. 

None of these works are par-
ticularly famous, but they are con-
sistently more compelling than the 
works attributed to Stankiewicz in 
general art lystory textbooks. It 
seems that art textbook writers have 
conspired to minimize 
Stankiewicz's accomplishments. 

Stankiewicz's ambition for his 
sculpture is very simple. Of pri-
mary importance is the elevation of 
mundane objects to heroic or tragic 
importance. The current show in-
cludes several wonderful examples 
of this period to Stankiewicz's work, 

in "Tribal Diagram" and "Sol-

is on 

nails, gears, files, pipes, clamps and 
gun mechanisms to create anthro-
pomorphic forms. Tribal Diagram" 
maps a community and its rise to 
civilization, withreferencestospace 
travel. "Soldier" represents a fight-
ing man who looks a little too much 
like R2D2 blowing his head off, in 
an uncharacteristically didactic ges-
ture. What the artist called "appar-
ently dead stuff' becomes verse 
and stanza. 

Stankiewicz was one of the pro-
genitors of an infectious trend: 
found-object sculpture. Many will 
recognize this "elevation" as aDada, 
neo-Dada or Pop phenomenon. But 
Stankiewicz is no more Pop than 
Poussin, and no more Dada than 
every other artist unfortunate 
enough to have been born after 
Duchamp. 

A more meaningful comparison 
can be drawn between Stankiewicz 
and high modernist architecture, 
looking backward to Russian 
constructivism. Modernism in ar-
chitecture is a refined response to 
the necessities and luxuries of the 
machine age. Stankiewicz has cre-
ated simultaneous rebuttals and vo-
ciferous seconds to the modernist 
reaction. He has expanded his vi-
sion to incorporate the actual mate-
ria result of a constnicti vist planet: 
rusted steel industrial detritus. 

In his untitled works from the 
early seventies, Stankiewicz takes 
on the Minimalist rehash of 
Constructivism. His sculptures from 
this period strongly resemble 
Donald Judd sculptures that have 

years. His forms are sleek and tight, 
like the architecture of LeCorbusier 
and Mies, but the texture of the 
materials is rusting, flaking off and 
staining anything that touches it. 

Stankiewicz points out die 
dystopian streak which has been a 
disturbing byproduct of modern-
ism since the turn of the century. 
The monumental, seamless curtains 
which surround modernist archi-
tecture or minimalist sculpture in 
fact conceal a more realistic nature 
of twisted pipes and noxious fumes. 
Where Rauschenburg worked "in 
the gap between art and life," 
Stankiewicz tears at the gaps be-
tween our outwardly seamless 
monuments of artifice. 

While Stankiewicz attacks mod-
ernism, we are to understand that he 
is himself a card-carrying modern-
ist. The forms in his "constructivist" 
sculptures from the early seventies 
are not mocking. They are gener-
ally faithful to modernist aesthet-
ics, as long as Stankiewicz per-
ceives them to be truthful. 
Stankiewicz attacks only the de-
ceptive, dangerous part of the mod-
em ethic. This deception is now a 
career for many people in America. 
We know it as advertising. 

Whether or not you buy or care 
about art babble pedantry, check 
out this show. Stankiewicz's work 
is relevant to your life. He knows all 
your problems. 

He wants to help. Or at least 
commiserate. Go look at some re-
ally hot sculpture while it's within 
a few hundred yards You can drink 
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iter majors face future issues 
(continued from page 13) 
honest Wheredoes this come from? 
Are artists generally so insecure 
that they can't deal with their own 

photo editors. If interested call 
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will not speak 

to their mod 
of not heinf 
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or 

to "the way 

due to significant communication 
problems. 
, There are, however, many stu-
dents who are completely content 
with the way things are run. This is 
a good thing. Those to charge are 
working hard to create artistic pro-

; care of 
within tjicm». ̂  they 

produced, there is a great deal of 
insecurity involved in projecting 
oneself into society as an artist. 
Perhaps this is the cause of the fear 
that debilitates Middlebury stu-
dents, stopping them from going to 
the top when they have a qualm. 
The truth of the matter is that things 
will never change if these questions 
are not addressed. Many times 
people would rather find things to 

"real world" 

they do. This is not 
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an unflinching look at the CIA. Mailer's latest fit 

Book Review 

Mailer exploits metaphors of CIA 
By Josh Tyree 

Half of the people who read 
Norman Mailer say that he is the 
only brilliant and popular Ameri-
can writer going today. The other 
half claim that Mailer is a has-been, 
an ideologue and a sexist who 
should not be taken seriously. 

Mailer's public antics over the 
last forty years have landed him the 
largest personal reputation of any 
living American writer. But let's 
ignore Mailer's persona and focus 
on his last novel, "Harlot's Ghost" 
It's out in paperback. It is about the 
CIA. It's difficult to read. 

It's also a big book, weighing in 
at about 1200 pages. And anyone 
who reads to the end is in for a nasty 
shock — it is incomplete. It takes a 
lot of effort to read a book like this, 
but "Hariot' s Ghost" is a great novel ; 
certainly Mailer's personal master-
piece, possibly the only realistic 
novel that might outlive these sor-
did and petty literary times. 

Mailer is kind enough to point 
out that America might feel spiritu-
ally empty and listless because we 
have been fighting an invisible war 
for the last fifty years. "Harlot's 
Ghost" is the story of that war. 

The novel has a brilliant series 
of structural inventions. The story 
is told in first person by Henry 
Hubbard, a CIA agent who is on a 
plane traveling to the USSR, but die 
narrative present takes up no more 
than, fifteen pages of the book. The 
rest of the story is contained within 
two manuscripts, both written by 
Hubbard, that are referred to as 
Omega and Alpha 

Omega 100 pages long and in-
complete, concerns Hubbard's per-
sonal fife. Omega recounts 
Hubbard's affair (and later mar-
riage) to Kittredge, wife of Hugh 
Montague, or Harlot, an immensely 
powerful CIA kingpin. Hariot also 
happens to be Hubbard's godfather 
and mentor.The Alpha manuscript, 
which is 1000 pages long and also 
incomplete, is a personal secret his-
tory of the CIA from its inception in 
the early fifties to the death of John 
F. Kennedy in 1963. Alpha de-
scribes the young Hubbard's daily 
projects within the galaxy of bu-
reaucracies, organizations and fac-
tions that comprise the CIA, from 
Latin American propaganda cam-
paigns to the Bay of Pigs invasion, 
and from attempts to assassinate 
Castro to the CIA's reaction to the 
murder of JFK. 

Hubbard is a writer more than a 
actual person; he barely exists ex-
cept as a ghost hovering between 
his two fabricated pseudo-histories. 
We are not reading a story, but two 
unfinished stories within another 
unfinished story. 

"Harlot's Ghost" is an immense 
game of time. We begin with 
Mailer's incomplete manuscript-
The first few chapters are from the 
Omega manuscript, but later we 
find out that the events of Omega 
are not actually happening — they 

ing a room: another incomplete 
manuscript. Then we begin the Al-
pha manuscript, large portions of 
which are letters written by Hubbard 
to Kittredge. More small manu-
scripts. 

The further we read, the more 
complex the novel becomes. At any 
given point in "Harlot's Ghost" we 
could be reading about up to four or 
five simultaneously occurring "re-
alities": the meaning of a letter as it 
relates to the Alpha manuscript, as 
the events of Alpha relate to the 
Omega, as both manuscripts relate 
to Hubbard in Moscow. Borges 
would either be proud or appalled. 

Mailer is offering a fictional ver-
sion of one of the most invisible 
branches of our invisible and ghost-
like government. But the book can 
be admired on an infinite number of 
levels: foritsrelationtootherbooks 
(most notably Moby-Dick), for its 
play between facts and fictions 
(How much did Mailer make up? 
How much did Hubbard make up? 
How much did the CIA make up?), 
for its games with time, for its poli-
tics and for its metaphysical depic-
tion of the CIA. Its form always 
embodies its themes. 

Harlot tells Hubbard that he 
wants "the CIA to become the mind 
of America," that is to say, to be-
come the Central Agency of Intelli-
gence, the palace where all infor-
mation of importance to the nation 
is sifted, contemplated and decided 
upon. But what happens when the 
mind becomes diseased, becomes 
paranoid, or turns against itself, 

forming dissociative personalities, 
taking its own fictions for reality? 

The CIA is an organisation of 
authors who fabricate fictional char-
acters, and actors who take on these 
identities and play them out on the 
world stage. Mailer makes the point 
that storytelling is the same thing as 
lying, and that lying is the same 
thing as acting, and that living in 
the CIA is a continual combination 
of all three. This kind of life takes 
an immense toll on the mind. 

As an agency man, Hubbard is 
an actor and a liar by trade. His life 
becomes an endless series of cover 
stories, prefabricated memories, 
faked orgasms and false names 
within false code names. His iden-
tities, like his manuscripts, are infi-
nitely subdivisible. No purer con-
dition of true essence exists; 
Hubbard may have lost his soul. 
Like Jay Gatsby, he is alone with 
his self-created artificiality. In try-
ing to reconstruct a stable identity 
for himself in his manuscripts, he 
cannot succeed in creating a whole 
persona from the sum of his frag-
mented parts, roles, jobs and iden-
tities. Trying to make sense of his 
past becomes like walking the laby-
rinth of endlessly forking corridors 
at CIA headquarters, Langely, 
whose architect could not be told 
how many people his building 
would house. Hence Hubbard's 
problems with completing manu-
scripts. Hubbard's mind within the 
CIA, and the CIA as the mind of 
America, creates extended me-
tonymy whose various relationships 

approach infinity.The activity of 
lunatics, actors, writers and spies is 
related. All claim to have a deeper 
purpose than the rest of the world, 
some final truth which justifies their 
double and triple lives. 

For the CI A, thisdeeperpurpose 
was aspiritual war against the spread 
of communism. The idea that their 
actions might make the world more 
free made any atrocity acceptable. 
The consequences of this pact are 
perhaps incalculable. Yet Mailer 
suggests that what happened inside 
the CIA during the last fifty years 
provides a clue to what happened to 

the American mind during the in-
visible and ghost-like Cold War, a 
spiritual war more than a physical 
one, but nevertheless a real war, 
fought mostly in the mind, in se-
cret, by a handful, of people who 
will never be known. Their secret 
history could be ojjir own. 

Hubbard's incomplete identity 
exists as an apparition of th^jtsy-
chic violence of the age. But Mailer 
is not interested in pinning our prob-
lems on the tail of the CIA donkey. 
It is the war itself, and the tactics of 
the war, that has wounded us so 
deeply. 

Young painter Lukacs avoids art gimmickry 
By TMke Elkins 

We have had our fill of modem 
art. The blank canvas, the blue can-
vas. The installation: Six billion 
tons of bedrock from momentous 
geographic locations spread ear-
nestly across reams of hardwood 
gallery floor. The ready-made: 
yesterday's toilet The concept, the 
gimmick: An all-inclusive collec-
tion of a year's worth of body flu-
ids, neatly labeled and arranged 
under halogen. Or just plain art 
man: Lines, shapes, colors and an 
accompanying explanatory pam-
phlet that takes longer to read than 
it takes to view the paintings them-
selves. Art that goes nowhere until 
it is laboriously silted through the 
gray matter. 

What happened to instant im-
pact? What happened to being 
blown away at first sight of the 
canvas, struck dumb, captivated, 
inspired, without the aid of any 
explanation at all?In short, is the art 
of painting in and of itself truly 
reaching the end of its possibilities? 
Has photography wiped out repre-
I, , ytliiiH — 111 J L Jilt O 

seniationat an; , 
Attila Matthew Lukacs does not 

think so. He swore he would get 
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he turned Unity, without conform-

CourtMy Photo 
Attila Matthew Lukacs makes no compromises with the viewer. 

Vancouver thought he was one of 
the most talented young painters 

at the 
In 1986, in of Art 

then 24, traveled to Berlin, where 
he found a subject matter as excit-
ing as his talent: skinheads. Using a 
high classical style and canvases 

the size of an entire gallery wall, 
Lukacs arranged the neo-Nazis and 
the Redskins (the two main skinhead 
factions in Germany) in poses which 
echoed those used by well-known 
painters like David and Degas. He 
also sought inspiration from adver-
tising pamphlets for X-rated vid-
eos. The effect is confrontational 
and disturbing. Lukacs' masterful 
technique and choice of style el-
evate the tough, hyper-masculine 
bodies to the status of demi-gods, 
bathed in dramatic, fiery lighting 
and surrounded by dark, rich color. 

At the same time, they are placed 
in their own habitat (ambiguous 
factories and aimless construction 
sites) and their obscene tattoos can 
be read down to the last detail. In 
some of his works, he favors a sur-
realist slant. In one painting, called 
"Wild Kingdom," burly men 
dressed in military garb with don-
key heads and enormous exposed 
phalluses advance toward a semi-
bound female figure resembling 
Justice. In another, an electric-blue 
figure squats in a gutter and admin-
isters heroine into a blue arm. The 
fascinating element in his works is 
that while the subject matter is of-
ten horrifying, the beauty of the 
painting draws the viewer in irre-
sistibly. 

As 1 crouched beneath the tow-
ering "Glamour Crew," compte ted 
in 1993 and on show now at the 

(continued on page 16) 
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norms 
T h u r s d a y , Feb . 2 4 , 1 9 9 4 

8:00 p.m. Hepburn Zoo. 
"The Fever" by Wallace Shawn. A one-person show in 
which the central character confronts the limits of the 
liberal conscience in a Third World nightmare. The 
independent work of Lelia Arnheim '95, directed by 
Christina Jaeger '94. 

9:00 p.m. Mead Chapel 
In the wake of the release of his new album of folk-
tinged accoustic guitar, singer/songwriter David Wilcox 
returns to Middlebury for his only college appearence 
on the album-boosting tour. Die-hard fans will tell you 
his live show is not to be missed. 

10:00 p.m. Pearsons Lounge 
Winter Carnival First Night Party. "Carnival Calypso' 
features student band Horatio. $3 admission. 

Friday, Feb. 2 5 , 1 9 9 4 

8:00 p.m. Hepburn Zoo 
"The Fever" one person show will be performed. 

Saturday , Feb . 2 6 , 1 9 9 4 

8:00 p.m. Hepburn Zoo 
"The Fever" one person show will be performed 

9:00 p.m. The Pyralisk in Montpelier 
The Fiflu Kidane and the New Nile Orchestra will be 
playing their infectious brand of East African Dance 
Music. Tickets are $6. 

Lukacs 
Check out our amazing assortment of 
new and used books and recordings 

Open 7 days a week 
Call in Special Orders 
^ 388-2743 ^ 



By Cindy SaÏÏâ" 

question, "What's 
r major?" may seem unassum-
and casual, but the brief re-

sponse it elicits can bring forth a 
' host of stereotypical ideas. Most 
people can rapidly spout off adjec-
tives and phrases cued by the mere 
mention of major departments. 
Though often done in jest, just how 
harmless or harmful can it be? 

Let's play a demonstration 
round. The rule is to speak the first 
words that come to mind, whether 
or not you personally believe diem. 

1. Computer Science: "Creative 
and aggressive," declared John 
Mejia '97. "Oh yeah, and I know of 
no Computer Science major who 

doesn't like Star Trek..." 
2. Economics: "Conservative," 

said Abbie Wilson '97, "and they 
like money." "Capitalist swine," 
Mejia added 

3. Art: "They dress in dark 
clothes, smoke and say 'damn' à 
lot The same can be said about 
theater majors to a greater extent," 
said Mejia. 

4. Religion: "Pensive. They talk 
as if they're giving sermons," said 
Wilson. 

5. Biology: They all seem to 
think that their work is so much 
harder than everyone else's," said 
Brent McKay '97. 

6. Psychology :" Why waste time 
thinking about other people's lives 
and problems insteadofyourown?" 

P « § 

said Ken Loiselle '97. 
Performing arts majors seem to 

receive the worst rap. This may or 
may not be due to the reputation of 
some departments for being notori-
ous grade inflaters. Stereotyping 
departments by their average GPA, 
while seemingly logical, can be 
misleading. McKay, recounts one 
class that "was incredibly hard, but 
a lot of people got A's because they 
worked their butts off." Still, McKay 
admitted that he does fall prey to 
judging the rigor of certain aca-
demic programs based on the par-
ticipants' grades. 

The newer, less traditional ma-
jors must struggle against opinions 
that they are useless or easy to pass. 
"Most stereotypes are so mild that I 
don't think they're harmful, but ste-
reotypes of women's studies [that 
most majors are lesbians and radi-
cal feminists], die performing arts, 
environmental studies and other 
newer majors are the most blalanf 
because they are looked down 
upon," said McKay. 

Loiselle feels that although ste-
reotypes of majors [or of anything 
for that matter] have the potential to 
be harmful, they are partly based in 
reality. He says, "I think the major-
ity of math majors spend so much 
time doing higher math that they 
lose their basic math skills." 

Dave McDermott '97, Loiseile's 
roommate, takes no offense to ste-
mnfvivt of his maior "I couldn't 
care less," he stated. "I know I'm 
not like that A stereotype is not 
going to stop me from majoring in 

over his work in 4ke Science Center. 

The popular images of depart-
ments arc also attributed to the fac-
ulty who belong to them. Profes-

ments, are easy victims of labeling. 

Classics professors are "animated, 
flighty and eccentric," according to 
Wilson. She also feels that psychol-
ogy professors are "intense and 
probing ... I always think they are 
analyzing what I say and drawing 
conclusions about me." Wilson de-
scribes English professors as "per-
sonable and fun." McDermott says 
math professors tell terrible jokes. 

It is important to note that our 
game might not succeed with up-
perclassmen. They have had more 
exposure to majors and courses and 
their views can be based on experi-
ence. The first-year students were 
usually prejudicial, due to their lack 
of knowledge. 

Chemistry chair RobertGleason 
feels that stereotypes of "the scien-
tist as a nerd" and of the natural 
sciences as difficult subjects are 
harmful because they are bom from 
ignorance. "1 think anyone can be a 
nerd. Besides, I think it's good that 
we have nerds. [They] do good 
things." 

"The general idea is that science 
is a more difficult subject than a 
humanity," continues Gieason. "I 
don't think this is true. People think 
that things they don't know about 
or have no facility for are more 
difficult. People think you have to 
be something special to do science, 
but the fact is that you are special 
because you excel and you can ex-
cel at anything. I am always in awe 
of people who excel at playing 
musical instruments" 

"I don't think stereotypes of pro-
fessors or majors will deter people 
from taking the subjects they want." 
saidZach Stillerman '97, regarding 
students. Concerning the Faculty, 
he adds, "We want the best possible 
professors. It doesn'tmaoer whether 
or not they fit the stereotype." 

Face it. we've all done it at one time or another Ho matter how liberal 
or open-minded we consider ourselves, we've identified someone not as 
a person, but as a member of a certain group. Thai big guy who stepped 
on your toe at the social house last weekend was nothing but a dumb 
football player. That thin woman with horn rims who helped you out at 
Voter when the computer ate your thesis disk was but a computer nerd. 
Even by referring to your bestfriend as a typical Patagonia-wearing, Mad 
River Glen-skiing, Ford Explorer-Driving Midd kid, you 're stereotyping 
someone, perhaps unfairly. 

It's easy to get a label at a school like Middlebury, where most people 
seem to look and act alike. Anyone who behaves a certain way, dresses a 
certain way, is immediately judged by what can be seen on the outside, 
rather than what really on the inside. Some labels can be funny, some 
labels can be cute, and sometimes we even enjoy them. A label can be a 
sign of belonging to a group —for example, being a KDR member—or 
it can describe who your friends are: "Yeah, he lives in Weyb ridge. " 

Stereotypes exist as generalizations based on some experience or 
knowledge. Whether formed as a result of a personal encounter orfrom 
pure hearsay, they are only summations at a superficial level. Stereotypes 
provide face-value judgments that can be a helpful way of mentally 
assimilating a hectic world 

The problem with stereotypes, however, comes when the stereotypes 
become cruel. People who are stereotyped are often assumed to be 
something they really aren't. All lacrosse players are meatheads. All 
women's studies majors are lesbians. In how many case&ire these things 
really true? 

In extreme cases, negative stereotyping can threaten both mental and 
physical well-being. Relations between the town and the college, for 
example, have suffered due to certain suppositions each group makes 
about the other, based on what is visible at first glance. Likewise, many 
feminists and homosexuals on campus feel that they are unfairly assumed 
to behave in certain ways and to want certain things that really aren 't in 
keeping with their own beliefs. 

This week, find out in depth about some of the more damaging 
stereotypes that exist at Middlebury College. 

Tiffany Claflin 

The courthouse steps are a gathering place for kids in town. 
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Damaging stéréotypés present in Middlebury community 
* Thursday, February 24» 1994 

By Janice Cooke 

First-years discuss department stereotypes 

Biases hurt 
town and 
college's 
relations 

Have you ever walked through 
town, looked at a local resident and 
thought of him or heras a"townie"? 
Or even worse, have you ever been 
taunted by a group of kids from 
town with sneering stares and called 
such names as "rich snob, college 
kid?" 

Much of the name calling, and 
even some of the animosity lurking 
between the townspeople and the 
campus community may be ex-
plained as a result of stereotypical 
images held by both groups. 

The socio-economic di fferences 
between the two communities serve 
as one basis for the existing stereo-
types. First-year student John 
Patrick Sihuns *97, who resides in 
the town of Middlebury, feels that 
"the college kids think that the local 
high school kids are 'country bump-
kins,' and the town kids perceive 
the college kids to be snotty rich 
kids." 

Though these may be the over-
riding perceptions of the college 
and town communities, they are not 
the only ones in existénce: 

"When I was a student at 
Middlebury Union High School I 
had contact with the campus com-
munity through a tutorial program," 
says Michael Atlantis '97, "I 
thought the students at the college 
to be very bright and talented stu-
dents, who posed no threat to the 
local community at all." 

Despite his positive perception 
of the college students he knew 
personally, Atlantis still felt awk-
ward around college kids he met in 
the town. 

"It was a totally different experi-
ence for me. When we would pass 
the college kids, the college girls 
especially, would give us long, 
snotty stares. My [high school] 
friends tend to think I'm rich be-
cause I go here. Some won't even 
speak to me anymore." 

For the locals, who take great 
pride in their hometown, the col-
lege students are sometimes looked 
upon as invaders and outsiders. This 
perception undoubtedly leads to the 
forming of yet another stereotype. 

"High school students think that 
the college kids are taking over the 
town when they drive through in 
their fancy Saabs and Jeeps, which 
makes the townspeople fee1 intimi-
dated," said Atlantis. "It's really 
about 'the look* which frightens the 
local kids." 

Some Middlebury College stu-
dents have been the victims of taunts 
and harassment by local youths. 
Natasha Cotton '96 says that she 
vividly recalls their jeers and in-
sults during one visit to town. 

"A group of guys were looking 
(continued ottpage 18) 
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Many who call themselves feminists face the stereotype of the "pushy 
YOkoNakao 

women making men cower. 

Gays, lesbians resent caricatures 
By Jen Varnéy 

Stereotypes are something to rely 
on. They help identify the world, 
especially in relation to ourselves. 

However, this practice can 
quickly become dangerous. When 
stereotypes cease to be just a pre-
liminary way of viewing a group of 
people and become what we actu-
ally believe to be true, when they 
become derogatory or slanderous, 
then stereotypes become harmful. 

Gay men, lesbians and bisexuals 
on campus are the subjects of many 
derogatory stereotypes. Talking to 
gay, lesbian, and bisexuals at the 
college gives one an idea of the 
kind of the things they face every-
day. 

Even heterosexual allies of gay 
and lesbian students fall victim to 
stereotypes which show a "guilty 
by association" mentality on cam-
pus. 

Jeremy Patlen '96 acknowledges 
that stereotypes exist for every 
group, and not all of them are bad or 
wrong. "Ifthey weren't true to some 
extent, they wouldn't be there in the 
first place," he says. \ , 

Dania Palanker '96agrees. "All 
stereotypes come from a truth to a 
certain degree," she says. "But," 
she stresses, "not everybody fits 
those truths." 

The most common stereotypes 
die homosexual community finds 
helf confronted with are those im-
ages of the "queen" or the "butch." 
A "queen" is generally considérai 
to be a gay man who is effeminate 
and dresses indrag,anda"butch" is 
a term often applied to a lesbian 
with very short hair who seemingly 
hates men yet wants to be one. 
There might not be any individual 
on campus that completely fits these 
stereotypes,! 

"One thing that is irritating is that if 
you comé to campus as an 'out' 
person, then they [members of the 
college community] immediately 
place the stereotypes on you with-
out getting to know you as a per-
son." 

People deal with stereotypes in 
different ways. Patlen feels that 
sometimes it's easiest just to laugh 
at them, since "I fit them in some 
sense," he says. Lord says "I don't 
feel that I'm more feminine than 1 
should be; I don't walk around with 
a lisp and snapping my fingers all 
the tinte, but if I did, that'd be fine." 

The stereotypes don't stop with 
homosexuals. Andrea Lathrop '95 
says that, because she is close 
friends with many members of the 
Middlebury Gay Lesbian Bisexual 
Alliance (MGLBA) and because 
she attends most of the group's 
meetings, there was a rumor circu-
lating in her dorm and among her 
friends that she was a closet les-
bian. 

She said h was "hilarious," but 
"it's silly that people can't belong 
to MGLBA without others auto-
matically assuming something 
about them. I think it frightens away 
people who could potentially be 
really strong support, but who aren't 
willing to be labeled." 

Hegland also expressed concern 
about the way that MGLBA is 
viewed by students on campus. He 
says that the group should be viewed 
as a support group and a political 
group, but that instead people tend 
to view it as a gossip place where 
the members just (alk about other 
students that aren't there. t 

"That hurts," said Hegland, "be-
cause there may be someone out 
there who needs people to talk to. 
but then they don't dare come." 

Feminist label carries 
negative connotations 
By Becki Fiona 

Jason Lord '95 says that these 
stereotvnes. like most, are based on 
ignorance "People see really bi-

gays 

has these stereotypes." 
Bisexuals seem to get the worst 

from both sides. According to 
Palanker, some people view bisexu-
ality as "a fear to commit to one 
sex," rather than as a serious 
lifestyle. 

Patlen feels that bisexuals are 
seen as "unwilling to take that last 
step and say i ' m gay.'" The homo-
sexual community does not really 
accept them as part of the gay move-
ment, hence there is veiy little sup-
port for bisexuals. 

Probably the most harmful ef-
fect of stereotypes is when they 
touch on deeper issues. 
; "lean handle being called ef-
feminate," said Patlen, "but it gets 
offensive when it's serious." 

Some of the more slanderous 
stereotypessuggest that homosexu-
als and especially bisexuals are 
sexually promiscuous, or that all 
gay men are child molesters. 

These stereotypes cross the bor-
der from mean-spirited to very dan-
gerous. 

You know who she is. She's the 
woman who sits next to you in 
economics class, always asking the 
professor why women aren't paid 
as much as men. Or she's the one 
you see in Proctor sitting and laugh-
ing with a whole bunch of female 
friends, not a man in sight. She 
might be the one who uses words 
like "equality" and "empowerment" 
when talking to large groups of 
people, the one who takes courses 
with names like "Sociology of 
Women," the one who has close-
cropped hair and a backwards base-
ball cap. She is what is commonly 
known as a feminist. 

Many believe that it's hard to 
call yourself a feminist at 
Middlebury. On a campus where 
conformity is so tempting and so 
easy to achieve, women who call 
themselves feminists are seen as 
bucking the system. They strive for 
self-fulfillment in ways that aren't 
always acceptable in what is basi-
cally a conservative social struc-
ture. As a result, they are often 
labeled, and the labels aren't al-
ways flattering. 

"I do think there's a stereotype 
of feminists at Middlebury," said 
Maya Van Putten '95, "and I think 
the stereotype is negative. I think 
people associate Middlebury femi-
nists with hating men, and that's 
too bad. There's a lot more to femi-
nism than just man-bashing." 

But unfortunately, man-bashing 
is exactly what many people see as 
the primary goal of feminists on 
campus. This sentiment is echoed 
throughout many areas of campus 
life, both publicly and privately. 
Last spring, for example, The 
Crampus 's "Unofficial Guide to 
Middlebury" identified Artemis 
Magazine as "a wymmins 
magyzyne where female issues are 
addressed and bad poetry about in-
adequate ex-boyfriends is written." 

LiY Bales '94 sees this kind of 
humor as a prime example of the 
derogatory labeling of feminists at 
Middlebury, andfeels itcomes from 
an atmosphere of anger and igno-
rance. "It's easy and safe to joke in 
anegative manner about something 
you don't understand," she said. 
"[Feminism] is all about the owner-
ship of self, and when you take 
away someone else's possession it 
makes them angry." 

Some Middlebury students tend 
to associate the word "feminist" 
with the classic "feminazi" image 
popularized by arch-conservative 
talk show host Rush Limbaugh. 

Matt Hazen '96 tried to explain 
what he saw as the common per-
ception of the women's movement 
by students at Middlebury. "A lot 
of people are scared of the feminist 
movement because'of a few radical 
feminists we all hear about who 
make it sound like you [should] be 
totally against men and masculinity 
in all respects." 

With this in mind, many women 
are reluctant to classify themselves 
as feminists for fear of the image 
surrounding the word. "I person-
ally wouldn't really want to be 
termed a feminist the way that ev-
erybody at Middlebury thinks of 
one," said Johanna Chapin '94. 

Yoko Nakao '95 agreed. "I'm 
notafeminist..well,I mean, 1 don't 
hate men or anything." To Bales, 
feminism is not about the hatred of 
men. "Feminism is about women 
asserting their power in whatever 
manner they choose to do so...there 
is no universal feminist." 

Van Putten agreed, and found 
the common perception of femi-
nism at Middlebuty to be very dam-
aging, "Feminism has to do with 
creating a better world for every-
one, not just for women." She ech-
oed the sentiments of many in say-
ing, "I wish people would just put 
aside the stereotypes and open their 
minds." 

College-town biases strain relations 

Gay 

(continuedfrom page 17) 
at me and throwing those paper 
caps at me for no reason. I really 
didn't think much about it, I just 
Vcept walking." 

Regardless of their experience, 
many of the students have abiased 
view of the townspeople. Melissa 
Slowe "95, who is also a town resi-
dent, believes that most of these 
negative perceptions are formed and 
will cont inue to form due to the 
great separation between the two 
communities. "Before I attended 
the college, [my peers and 1] thought 
of the school as a separate place, as 
the 'college on the hill', and 'kids 
on the hill' only hoe for educa-
tional purposes. It was separate then 
and even today things ate separate. 
I 'm a 'townie* and a student, which 
meat» ! fit in on both sides of the 
fence." Stowe adds, "My percep-
tion has changed since I've been 

inforced by past robberies, attacks 
and vandalism on campus, Which 
have been linked to youths from 
Middlebury. The locals were pri-
mary suspects even before investi-
gations by campus security and the 
town police confirmed tbeir links 
to the crimes. 

Accotding to articles in The 
Middlebury Campus, officials in-
vestigating the graffiti incident this 
winter suspected that residents from 
town were responsible. Last spring, 
two local juvenile suspects were 
apprehended after four college stu-

on campus. Oung-I Liao '96, a 
victim of robbery, has reason to 

ofboth communities who enjoy the 
company mid support of one an-
other. Ronnie Sunderland, manager 

.welcome the patronage received 
fromcollegestudents. "We get most 
of our business from the college 
kids, especially on Wednesday, 
'spaghetti night' and fer breakfast 
cm Sunday mornings." 

Many in the college and town 
wish for change. But Stowe adds, 1 
don't think much can be done to 
bridge the gaps because the college 
seems to ware separation from fee 
town wife its policies." However. 
Jennifer Manseau '96 believes feat 
more interaction between the cam-
pus and fee townspeople would 

reotypes. "When people stereotype 
it's done without knowledge," she 
explains. "Once we begin to look at 
people as individuals and not as 
part of a group, stereotypes will 

ronunaieiy, mere are resioenis inevtiaoiy iaoe away. 

P i t 



I'd roAher 
change it. 

Haw.' 

I DONT C A R E A B O U T B E I N G 
A C C E P T E D . I ' D S E T T L E F O R 

^ B E I N G I G N O R E D . 

SNEKKWPG 
U-IAK MEKHH 
GAHSHH.'RK.' 

BUT W H E N I T S 
R A W I N G . . . SIGH 

I GUESS t o y 
C a u i D SAY IT 
E X P L O D E D IN 
T H E H A N G A R 

I'VE HAD IDEAS 
L I R E T H A T . 

HOW COULD TOO MISS THAT? 
IT WAS RIGHT 70 YOU.' 

10U THROW 
TOO HARD.' 

BLBP8BLPTH ' \ HACCWW 
I CANT 8ELtt« GAAACCK? 
I LOOMED AT 
THAT.' EW E W ' / g u . ' 

BLECCHH GREAT EXPERIENCES ARE 
EVEN BETTER , 
WHEN THETRE j 

SHARED 

WHY HUMANS? B E C A U S E , I N 
ADDITION TO TUEIE V A L U E A S 
SLAVE LABOR, TUE< ARE N S O 
DELICIOUS AND NUTRITIOUS.' 

HA HA HA/ 

BUT FIRST, FOR YOUR E A R T H 
CUSTOM O F "SHOW AND T E L L ; 
1 WILL E X H I B I T SOME Of 

OUR T E R R I F Y I N G W E A P O N R Y . 

A L L RIGHT, 
CALVIN, THAT*! 
QUITE ENOUGH 

MRS WORMWOOD, 
SHCOLDNT HE 
BE IN SOME 

SPECIAL SCHOOL 
OR SOMETHING ? 
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Cruise Ship Jobs! Students needed! Earn $2000+ monthly. 
Summer/holidays/fulltime. World travel. Caribbean, Hawaii, 
Europe, Mexico. Tour guides, gift shop sales, deck hands, 
casino workers, etc. No experience necessary. Call 602-680-
464?, Ext. C147. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS ! 

On Tuesday, March 1st, the Middlebury Gay Lesbian 
Bisexual Alliance will sponsor adiscussion from 8-10 p.m. in 
the Grand Salon of the Chateau. Carlos Brown '94, Henning 
Hegland '97, Jason Lord '95, Dania Palanker '96, Jeremy 
Patlen '96, Margaret Wright '94 and possible others will speak 
about their experiences at Middlebury as a gay man, lesbian or 
bisexual. A question and answer fromat will follow. Refresh-
ments will be served and everyone is invited to attend. 

SHO-MlDD,thestudenthostingorganizationofMiddlebury 
College is looking for people to bpsj prospectives overnight. If 
you have room on your floor and can spend a dinner talking 
with a high school student, call SHO-MIDD's voice mail box 
at ext. 1515, leaving your name and extension. 

Michelle Lee and Jean Anderson won the Environmental 
Council t-shirts at the Recycling Fair on Feb. 15. Kennan 
Radebaugh won the Tin Can Papermaking Kit. 

PERSONALS 

Dear ReadentrMy name is David Bennett, I'm a fifth grade 
student at Clayton Elementary School in Engiewood, Colo-
rado. Our class is studying the geography and history of the 
U.S. We would appreciate itif you would send us any postcards 
or information from your state so we may learn more about our 
country. Thank you for your help. Sincerely yours, David 
Bennett, Clayton Elementary School, 4600 S. Fox Street, 
Engiewood, CO, 80110. 

"Okay, okay. We'll all drop trou in die elevator." — 
Hepburn residents preparing for a jog 

"You can't resort to drags to drown your sorrows/* 
"Watch me." —? 

"Oh no. I'm wearing the same outfit as Chris Carter." — 
woman at the Voter «2 Party 

Ripton, Vt. 28 Acres on the Middlebury River and Alder 
Brook with excellent building site, southern exposure and lots 
of brook trout. (802) 388-4832, Tony Miri R.D. 1, Middlebury, 
Vt. 05753. 

Please return any dishware belonging to dining services! 
Dishware has been disappearing at an alarming rate this 
academic year. Please use C.U.P.P.S. mugs instead of the 
ceramic ones. Thanks for your help. 

Food, eating and body image concerns: confidential sup-
port group for students. Thursdays, starting Feb. 24 and March 
3,4:15, Mitchell Green Lounge. Led by Nancy Blejwas. For 
more information or to express interest, call 388-6751. Spon-
sored by the Center for Counseling and Human Relations. 

Submissions are due March 7 for the EQ mug design 
competition. Send your camera-ready artwork to Holly Cookis, 
do the Service Building. 

OVERHEARDS 

"If you can't beat someone else, beat yourself." — 
Pearsons 4th floor 

"You realize that most of the people you taflc to tonight 
will not be wearing underwear."—at the #2 Party 

"Sometimes when I listen to myself talk I dunk of that 
song. Welcome to my Fog.'" —RHA in Stewart 

CLASSIFIEDS 

SPRING BREAK: Seven nights from $299. Includes: air, 
hotel, transfers, parties and more! Nassau, Paradise Island, 
Cancun, Jamaica, San Juan. Organize a small group. Earn 
FREE trip plus commissions! 1-800-426-7710. 

Missing: North Face Parka, blue and red. Porter Fox written 
all over the inside. Call x3954 

1 TH0U6HT I 
HAD A GREAT 
IDEA. BUT IT 
NEVER REALLY 
TOCiM OFT 

IN FACT, IT 
OlDNt EVEN 
GET ON THE 
RUNWAY 

zZx-ZzZzz 

G R E E T I N G S I AM BIDR-UTAR. 
FROM Z I M T O K - 5 . I HAVE 
COME T O SUtUUGATE T H E , 
HUMAN R A C E . DO NOT RESIST. 

• T H E O N L Y S P O R T \S D R I V I N G 
MOM C R A Z Y . 
\ 

urn» jit 

WHEN IT SNOWS, YOU C A N G O 
S L E D D I N G . WHEN ITS W I N D Y , 
YOU C A N FLY K I T E S . W H E N ITS 
HOT, YOU CAN G O SWIMMING 

EWWW, LOOK.' 
THIS BUG IS 
EATING ANOTHER 

BUG.' 

TUCK**.' 



this was thbscenbtoda/as 
PROFESSOR JUUS DEAPMAN AR-
RIVED ATcouRTiDTEGTiFY in a 
suttovera students low grade. 

HEADN6 IP MR. CHAPMAN'S 
DEFENSE AGAINST CHARGES OF 
GRADE BIAS IS WALDEN LAW 
SCHOOL PRQFES5QRTAMARA 

MS. mrmx\{mi,A6nem-\ 
TH&esTAiK pectdescendant 
Youicm-n 0Fsum,iFEEL 
poamvm imeniimpto 
cuentpsthe Ii&e whatever 

„ pgalvktim. J pefmeMosr 

WHOA! sorns 
A FUU-PC- LETS OUST 
DEFENSE? SAYWE'RB 

/ READY. 

LAMS AND GENTLEMEN OF 
THE JURY, MY NAME IS STANLEY 
_ STANSFIELP, ANDJ'M COUNSEL 
H FOR ALBERT SLOCUM, 
m THF PLAINTIFF... 

THE FACTS ARB THESE : ON OR. 
ABOUT DECBMBBR2T, WS, 
PROFESSOR JULES DBADMAN 
GAVE MR. SLOCUM A GRADE 
OF pi-ON A TBST, THUS ENDING 
ANY CHANCBOF M Ê Ê ^ ^ . 
MR.SLOCUM'S fllF^M 
BVER8ELN6 ^ T y l ^ 
Ammo TO j g î ^ a P V 
LAW SCHOOL!d-fm i m 

THE LOSS OF INCOME IDMRSLO-
CUMOVBR THE AO-TEAR LAW 
CAREERHBWOULDHAVEHADGAT 
LEAST MS MILLION! WINK OF IT! 
HOW WOULD YOU FEEL IF SOMEONE 
ROBBED YOU OF HS MILLION 

OFFRONS LOUSY ^ ^ 
m. mid term grade* 

TOO SOON, TOO 
SOON! BUT HOLD 
ONTDTHOSG 

FEEUNGS! 

W ORP&! 

...AND SO I ASK YOU TO CON-
SIDER, LADIBS AND GENTLEMEN, 
WHO IS THERBAL VICTIM HGRE* 
IS 17 ALBERT SLOCUM, OR ISJT 
IN FACT PROFESSOR PBADMAN 

V a û Ê Ê Ê b . HIMSELF? 

MR- SLOCUM MAYHAVBHADW 
BNDURB MOMENTARY EMBAR-
RASSMENT, BUT LOOK AT THE 
PRICE MY CLIENT HAS HAP 

^skt— 1 TO PAY..., ' 

SHUNNED BY HIS COLLEAGUES, 
REVILED &f HIS STUDENTS, ABAN-
DONED BY HIS EMPLOYER, A 
PARIAN IN HIS OWN COMMUNITY.. 

...THE BUTT 
OF 1,000 
SICK JOKES, 

RIDICULED, 
SWT UPON. 

MR. SLOCUM, COULD YOU 
PLEASE TELL THE JURY 

i HOW THE LOUJ GRADE 
\ YOU RECEIVED HAS 
V AFFECTED YOUR. LIFE? 

ITS BEEN A WALNI6HTMARE, 
MAN. EVERYWHERE 160, . 
PEOPLE POINT AND SNICKER. 
WOMEN TURN AWAY FROM ME. 
006$ NIP AT MY HEELS! THEY 

SEEMTDKNOWI 
NO LONGER HAVE 

OK A FUTURE. / 

ANDYOORWm 
WASNTEXACTLY / i K / , ^ 

VSSjSk izf 
IN FACT, YOU 

WERE ABUSED 
R/6HT70YA' WEST? 
PRIEST, PERHAPS? 

MR. SLOCUM, DID WERE COME 
A TIME WHEN YOU REALIZED 

WE FULL SERIOUSNESS OF 
, Y0URUNFAIR6RAPE? 

AND AS YOU SAW VOIR r 
DREAM0FAIE6ALEPU- WAS 
CATONGODOWN 7HE pfém 
DRAW, YOU WERE BUMMED 
DEVASTATED, R*SHT* 
TOTALLY i l j ^ - I 

OH, RIGHT. 
HOLD ON, I 

GOTTA FLASH 
ON MY DOS 

DYING. 

ITS OKAY 
TOON,SON, 
REMEMBER* 

AND YOU FEEL 
THIS WAG BECAUSE 
OF YOUR MATH 

6RAPB1 

AND NOT WELL, THAIS 
BECAUSE WHAT SHE 
YOUREA CLAIMED. BUT 
JERK7 I DONT BUY 

\ IT FOR A 
SECOND' 

•nWF «'fw "jjit't 



Memories linger from 
fall term intramurals 
By Porter Fox 

The following recount of an in-
tramural victory this fall is dedi- ' 
cated to everyone who organizes 
intramural sports at Middlebury, 
to all those over the hill who we 
meet year after year on the other 
side of the field, and to those on my 
side of the field, the Underhills. 

I could hear the dried leather of 
my cleats creak in protest as I knelt 
down on the soccer field. The toe of 
the right one was blown out due to 
a miscalculated whiff on my rocky 
high school field. 
Various other for three years the 

scars Underhills had slid, 
sprintedjumped and 
juked their way 
through the muddy 

it would take a fields behind the fitness 
mathematician to „ _», » center, and today was 

stretched from 
heel to toe. I 
couldn't remem-
ber the last time I 
tied the laces up. 

figure out the 
mass of nylon that 
I dared call aknot 
years ago. I could 
still slip them on, 
though, and they • • • 
fit like a glove. With one knee on 
the soggy grass, I lifted my head up 
to meet the nervous gaze of the 
Underhills. 

No one spoke. What could you 
say? We were mostly seniors, and 
this was our last chance to become 
the champion soccer team in die 

our last chance to take 
home the one win we 
had never captured. 

Middlebury intramural league. For 
three years the Underhills had slid, 
sprinted, jumped and juked their 
way through the muddy fields be-
hind the fitness center, and today 
was our last chance to take home 
the one win we had never captured. 

Finally, someone to my right 
broke the silence: "Well, this is it" 

"Mmm ... yeah ... this is it" 
responded a thoughtful voice across 
the huddle. 

"I love you guys," joked our 
wise ass striker. A flash of teeth 
shot around the circle followed by 

• several nervous 
giggles. 

"Lets chalk 
up one more'V' 
for the 
Underhills," ut-
tered a timid de-
fender. 

"Yeah,"mut-
tered the team in 
unison, "one 
more..." 

With a silent 
break we left the 
circle and 

5 i i i 5 ~ ™ i i = = " i drifted out to our 
positions. 

The team facing us had been 
victorious by a score of 1-0 in our 
first meeting. They were generally 
in better shape, and had been talk-
ing a big game all week. Of course 
we returned their heckling, ques-
tioning their male prowess on the 

OH 

The author and his çutdoor soccer intramural team celebrate their long-awaited victory. 

soccer field and in other high-con-
tact activities, but several awkward 
stumbles and nervous chatter about 
strategies betrayed our apprehen-
sion. 

After giving my supporting half-
back a slap, I moved up field. The 
shriek of the referee's whistle jolted 
me from my pre-game daze, and the 
Underhills surged across the 
midfield line. 

The next forty minutes were an 
unrestricted soccer fiasco. Both 
teams played their hearts out, but in 
the middle of the second half Jeff 
Flynn, a veteran Underhill, drove 
the ball into the back of the net. The 

PIZZA SPECIALS 
2 Cheese Pizzas 
2 Pizzas with 1 topping 
2 Pizzas with 2 toppings 

12/15 inch 
$10.99/13.99 
$12.99/15.99 
$13.99/16.99 
$14.99/18.99 
$16.99/20.99 2 Pizzas with 4 toppings 

(Does not include Gourmet Pizzas or 
Gourmet toppings) 

PIZZA PARTY 
All y on ca 

110 

The Pizza Cellar 
11 Merchants Row 
388-6776/388-6774 

"The LARGEST 
pizzas in town!" 

PASTA PAR IY 
Wednesdays! 
All you can eat spaghetti! 
Includes garlic bread, meat-
balls, sausage or plain sauce. 
All for only $5.99 
Kids under 12 only $2.99 
Only one per customer 

GOURMET PIZZA 
12" Fresh Tomato $640 
12" BBQ Chicken $8.75 
i r Santa Fe $1047 

On evening pizzas, collect 
"Cellar Sheets " and redeem 

for free pizza. 

other team never notched an equal-
izer. 

I will never forget the look on 
everyone's face when the final 
whistle blew. It may as well have 
been a World Cup victory. I looked 
at my fellow halfback again, who 
was now covered in sweat and mud, 
and beamed with pride at being a 
member of this team. 

Glancing around the field, we 
looked like a bunch of little kids 
smiling fromeartoear, unsure what 
to do next. 

After congratulating the other 
team, we caravanned home to 
shower and celebrate. Exhausted, I 
collapsed into bed and pried off my 
mud caked cleats. We did it, I 
thought, we went out with a win. I 
tucked my cleats in the back of a 
now Overflowing storage closet, and 
looking down at the mystery knot 
still tied in my laces, threw my 
jersey into the hamper for the last 
time. 

"Good-bye Underhills," I sighed, 
"it was a blast." 

Women's basketball 
• 

ends regular season 
By Corey Tourne! 

The Middlebury college 
women's basketball team finished 
the 1993-94 regular season in style, 
winning a pair of games from 
Skidmore and Tufis. 

On Feb. 16, Middlebury blew 
out to a 46-24 halftime lead and 
coasted to a 80-63 road win against 
a 13-8 Skidmore squad that cer-
tainly wasn't a pushover. 
Middlebury's defense clamped 
down tight on the Thoroughbreds 
in the first half, holding them to an 
anemic five for 33 from the field. 

Chris Pagano '94 led the charge 
for the Panthers with a game-high 
24 points and 19 rebounds. Katie 
Hubert '96, who has taken her game 
to a whole new level, shot an amaz-
ing six for seven from three-point 
land and finished with 20 points for 
the contest. Eliza Zug '96 played 
her typical lunch-pail brand of bas-
ketball, posting a solid 16 points 
and nine rebounds, while senior 
Whitney Williams notched 10 as-
sists. 

The Tufts game on Saturday saw 
more of the same high-quality bas-
ketball from the Panthers, although 
they did let down somewhat in the 
second half. Sparked by Hubert, 
who decimated the Jumbos' defense 
for five three-pointers in the first 
half, Middlebury jumped out to a 
49-33 lead at the break. 

However, unlike Skidmore. 
Tufts did not (0 down easily. Led 
by a tough inside combination of 
Eliie Stfdbei (19 points) and Amy 

Hanson ( 18), Tufts played inspired 
basketball in the second half. By 
the two and a half minute mark the 
lead had been whittled down to a 
mere seven points. Tufts got no 
closer, though, as Middlebury 
quickly pushed the lead back into 
double digits and won by a score of 
86-77. 

Once again Zug and Hubert came 
up huge for the Panthers. Zug fin-
ished with 18 points on a sizzling 
nine for I i from the field. Zug was 
also recipient of the Charles Baridey 
player of the game award, as she put 
a Tufts player out of commission. 

Hubert also struck for 18, hitting 
for six three-pointers while grab-
bing eight rebounds. Not to be out-
done, Chris Pagano had her usual 
monster game, leading all scorers 
with 26 and hauling down twelve 
rebounds. 

The Panthers now turn their 
thoughts to the upcoming ECAC 
tournament. They enter the tourney 
on an upswing, having won three in 
a row and nine out of their last 10 
overall. According to senior cap-
tain Pagano, "We have really come 
together and stepped up our game." 

Coach Amy Backus and her play-
ers believe that they have a good 
shot at winning the tournament, as 
long as they play hard-nosed bas-
ketball and take each game one at a 
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Panthers lose thriller 
By Rob Merrill 

"Just a great college basketball 
game." 

That is how Panther men's bas-
ketball coach Russ Reilly described 
his team's narrow loss to Williams 
College last week. In an effort to 
convey the same description in a 
more vivid manner, one discovers 
that nothing could be more exact. 
Fantastic? Superb?Titillating? No, 
si mply great. The Ephs and the Pan-
thers treated those in attendance on 
Feb. 16 with precisely what college 
sportlrepresents: two rival schools 
playing their hearts out in an ath-
letic contest. 

On paper, the game didn't look 
like much of a match-up. After all, 
this was the same Williams squad 
that Sports Illustrated chose to fea-
ture in their Division III college 
basketball preview in November. 
The same team that boasts a player 
who towers above eyery other cen-
ter in the league at a height of seven 
feet, two inches. 

But David slew Goliath, didn't 
he? Well, in Pepin Gymnasium last 
Wednesday, almost. Williamseked 
out an 80-78 victory, but they had 
to play near perfect basketball to 
earn it, 

Middlebury came out strong 
from the opening tip. They did not 
dig themselves a hole early like 
they did in mid-January against the 
same Williams ballclub. In that 
game, they found themselves down 
19 at the half and were never able to 
catch up, despite outscoring their 
rivals by one in the second half. 

On Wednesday, the halftime 
scoreboard read Williams 38, 

Men's Bask* I'lball 

Middlebury \ 78 
Williams [¥> 

Middlebury 34, and the tantalizing 
word "upset" was being tossed 
around by spectators before the first 
seconds even ticked off the clock in 
the second segment. 

Middlebury stayed close 
throughout the game because they 
maintained their composure. Wil-
liams applied frenetic defensive 
pressure from the outset, but the 
Panthers calmly ran their offense 
and were able to get good shots 
almost every time down the floor. 
They recorded a scintillating 58 
percent field goal percentage for 
the game. 

The Ephs employed an ex-
tremely up-tempo style, but 
Middlebury wisely did not allow 
themselves to be lured into a run 
and gun shootout. Instead, they ex-
hibited patience on the offensive 

< end and were effective in establish-
ing their own contrasting rhythm. 

Sophomore forward Jethro 
Ferguson gave the home crowd a 
gli mpse of the future as he emerged 
as an offensive force against Wil-
liams. 

Coach Reilly has been high on 
Ferguson's talents since he joined 
the club last year, but he found 
Ferguson's performance against the 
Ephs nothing short of spectacular, 
remarking that "Jethro played bas-
ketball up to our expectations. He 
set an aggressive tone from the be-
ginning, taking the ball to the hole 
with the speed and power that are 
capable of making him a dominant 

A i m Grossman 

Tim Bianchi '95 plays tough defense against unbeatable Williams. 

Division III player." 
For the game, Ferguson finished 

with 21 points. Jason Prenevost '95 
tallied 22 and sophomore Ari 
Kriegsman had 12. Ferguson voiced 
the typical response to games in 
which one team is highly favored: 
"We had a positive outlook, since 
we had nothing to lose and every-
thing to gain." 

And though they did not gain the 

victory, the Panthers demonstrated 
that their record is at least a little 
deceiving and that they are capable 
of playing consistent basketball 
from week to week. They are play-
ing with the same confidence they 
exuded when they opened the sea-
son with a 3-1 record. Only one 
game remains on this year's Pan-
ther schedule, a Feb. 22 date with 
Union College on the road. 

Men's hockey beats Babson in dramatic fashion 
By Jeff Bitner 

In adistinctiy unique season for 
the men's ice hockey team, last 
weekend was a perfect example of 
the difficult competi tor 
Middlebury faces game in and 
game out. With a flare for the dra-
matic, the Panthers treated the 
Middlebury faithftil to some of the 
most exciting {day of the season 
against Babson College and Holy 
Cross this weekend. Splitting the 
two-gaitie homestand, the team 
moved to 9-6 in ECAC East/West 
competition and 13-8 overall. 

The Panthers faced off against 
the Beavers Friday evening in a 
game that most knew would be 
hoth very important to the ream's 
playoff hopes as well as hotly con-
tested throughout. -

After failing lb score in the first 
period, the Panthers turned up the 
heat in the second, sewing two 
goals within one minute and thirty 
seconds of each other. The first 
came off the stick of first-year phe-
nomenon Mark Belliveau, whojtot 
av 

Men's Hockey 
M i d t l l e b u r s g 
B a b s o n 5 

'97 and Dave Erickson '96 at 4:19. 
Shor 
'97r 

Beavers exploded for three goals 
of their own before the period 
ended, Wifh their momentum tem-
porarily halted, the Panthers went 
to the Ibckefroom down 4*2 with 
20 minutes left to play. 

But before Middlebury could 
mount an attack in the third, Babson 
added another goal. Now down by 
three with just 15 minutes left to 
play, the Panthers truly faced a stiff 
challenge. The team rose to 
occasion though —- especially 
nior captain Jamie Wood — who 
scored the first of four Pamhergoals 
a mere 15 seconds after Babson's 
last. Exactly five minutes later an* 
other of the squad's defensemen 
got into the action. Eric Girard '96 
closed the gftpto asingle goal when 
he put away a shot off a dual assist 
from David Medow '95 and 
Sebastian Bilodeau. 

The nexteight minutes remained 
Mitel ri I!II,II gkAM.kM tn Ma«% Atàl 

scoreless as ume oegan ro run wit 
for the home team. But to the de-
light of the partisan crowd, Martin 
Lachaine'96. 

left on the clock, Lachaine returned 
thp favor, setting up Wood for a 
shot that beat goaltender Sean 
Condon and nearly lifted the roof 
off Nelson Arena. Captain Wood's 
performance ;md leadership are just 
what the doctor ordered for this 
team with only two games left be-
fore playoffs begin. 

The following afternoon, the 
team found themselves mired in 
another see-saw battle, but this time 
they fell short againsta well-disci-
plined Holy Cross squad. After 
jumping out to an early 1-0 lead 
compliments of Joe Dumas'95, the 
Crusaders picked up two goals mid-
way through the first period to seize 
the advantage. Undaunted, the Pan 
thers roared back early in the sec-
ondas Pete Schneider'97 andWood 
scored two minutes apart. 

Holy Cross remained focused, 
however, and tied the contest at 
three apiece before the second in-
termission. After the break, the Cru-
saders grabbed the lead six minutes 
into the third and action subsided 
somewhat until the final three min-
utes of the game. In the last mo-
ments Middle bury missed several 
opportunities as the Crusaders' 
goalie was twice out of position and 
the Panthers were on the doorstep, 

r, no one found the net, and 
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Howe Cup 
showcases 

By Adam Gllden 

tacked on an empty net goal that 
sealed the Panthers' fate. 

Girard best capsuled the week-
end. saying "they were both very 
exciting games which are good for 
the fans, but we really could have 
used a win against Holy Cross. We 
fall behind and have to fight back 
for wins. It worked Friday, but we 
couldn't {roll it off Saturday." 

The Middlebury women's 
squash team finished its regular 
season of team competition with an 
eleventh place finish among 25 
teams this weekend at Yale's Howe 
Cup. The event constituted a four-
division tournament for the national 
team championship. 

The Panthers finished fifth in 
the "B" division with a 1-4 record 
behind the University of Pennsyl-
vania, Williams, Amherstand Con-
necticut College. 

Although the team's only win 
came against Wesleyan, coach 
David Saward was nonetheless 
pleased with his team's overall per-
formance. 

"1 thought we played well in all 
the matches with the possible ex-
ception of Connecticut College," 
he said. "We lost the Amherst match 
5-4 ami lost the rubber match in a 
fifth set, so it really could have 
gone either way," 

Coach Saward notedexceptional 
performances by several of his play-
ers, especially co-captain Amanda 
Stine '94, who finished her 
Middlebury career by going 4-1 for 
the weekend. Fellow seniors Karen 
Falso and Jen Reeher also turned in 
strong performances, both going 3-
2. 

Reeher fought back from a 2-1 
deficit in games for two of her three 
wins. "I served well in the fourth 
and fifth games both times, and 
that's what pulled me through," she 
said. 

The Panthers' top four seeded 
players; junior Becca Houghton, 
senior Marett Taylor, junior Erin 
Sullivan and sophomore Molly 
Bschorr, will compete in the indi-
vidual championships March 5-7 
at Williams College. 

Each player will be guaranteed 
two matches in the 64 player na-
tional tournament, and according 
to coachjSaward "a lot depends on 
the draw." 

The men's hockey team brought excitement to Nelson Arena on 
Friday, beating visiting Babson in the closing seconds. 

! a 
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By Rob Merrill 

It's a storyline that has been re-
peated time and time again, yet 
somehow a part of us never tires of 
hearing it: small town kid works 
harder and longer than everyone 
else and achieves success in the 
sporting world. 

Middlebury junior Jason 
Prenevost, a starting guard for this 
year's Panther ballclub, joined elite 
company recently when he scored 
his 1000th point in a Panther uni-
form. In the history of Middlebury 
basketball, only nine others have 
reached this scoring milestone, and 
only a few of those accomplished 
the feat before their senior season. 

Prenevost has wanted to be a 
basketball star as early as he can 
remember. He picked up his first 
ball before second grade and has 
followed its bouncing path ever 
since. 

His love for the game sprang 
from his environment. His father is 
a coach at Whitehall High School 
in New York, just across the state 
border from the family's home in 
Bomoseen, VT. Jason used to at-
tend his father's practices and 
quickly took a liking to the sport. 
More than a decade later, he starred 
for his father at Whitehall, demon-
strating the skills that made 
Middlebury and other colleges take 
notice. 

Middlebury successfully re-
cruited him, and Panther head coach 
Russ Reilly has been nothing but 
pleased with Jason's performance 
ever since. Joining the teamin 1991, 
Prenevost spent a couple years play-
ing second fiddle to the likes of 
resident stars Mike Baumann and 
Seth Heaton. This year, however, 
he has been the undisputed go-to 
guy, called upon to step up and take 
the pressure shots. 

The Panther offense, which has 
alternately sputtered and spaiked in 
this roller coaster ride of a season, 
relies heavily on the shooting touch 
of Prenevost. When the shot-clock 
ticks below tot seconds, a simple 
play labeled "baseline" will often 
be called. It's truly as simple as its 
name; the other four players on the 
court position themselves along the 
baseline and the offense is trans-
formed into foe Prenevost Show. 

The {day is designed to take ad-
vantage of Prenevost's offensive 
weaponry. By clearing out of the 
lane, his teammates open up the 
floor for Prenevost to either shoot, 
pass, or penetrate. In this situation, 
he becomes what coaches call a 

to respond to himj and more often 
than not, the 
watches the 
and softly 

Prenevost 
to the most 

helplessly 
toward the rim 

the net. p 
..his success 
I M s : hard 

cording to hiscoach, he isoneof foe 
best pure shooters in the league, 
and his technique k a result of rep-

in Vermont, foy friends and I had to 
improvise. Most of us fell in lpve 
with basketball and would spend 
all summer just shooting. I don't 
even think about the motion any-
more and sometimes I'll have games 
where everything I throw up feels 
good." 

Those games have occurred fre-
quently this season. Entering the 
season's final game, Prenevost is 
averaging 20.0 points per contest. 
The Middlebury school record for a 
single season is just 22.8. He 
notched his career high early on 
this year, exploding for 36 points in 
a November victory versus 
Clarkson. His forte is his three-
point accuracy, which for the sea-
son stands at 42 percent, remark-
ably just a shade under his 46 per-
cent total field goal percentage. 
When one examines the box scores, 
a not so surprising trend emerges. 
As their leading scorer goes, so 
goes the Panther team. In their six 
wins, Prenevost has averaged 23 
points per game. 

This season Jason also set a 

school record for most consecutive 
free throws made, canning 38 in a 
row to break the 28 year old mark 
held by Kevin Ducey. In total, he 
has missed only four out of his 66 
attempts from the charity stripe this 
year. His free throw percentage of 
93.6 ranks him in the top ten nation-
ally. 

As the 1993-1994 campaign for 
this team draws to a close, coach 
Reilly already looks forward to next 
year. Prenevost's challenge as likely 
captain and team leader will not 
only be to score often, but to in-
crease his assist totals. The mark of 
a great player is that he elevates the 
level of play of his teammates. 

Entering the season's final game, 
Jason has 1034 career points. The 
all-time scoring mark of 1844 
points, set by John Humphrey, may 
be unreachable without an abso-
lutely monster seasdn, but second 
place on the record board is only 
1498. With the prospect of a stellar 
senior year, Jason could easily slide 
into the second slot on the all-timtf 
list. Don't bet against him. 

Junior guard Jason Prenevost has been a constant source for the 
offense during the otherwise rocky men's basketball season. 

(continued from page 24) 
has come together. We've worked 
a little harder this year and we're a 
little more " In addition, 
the return of senior Nate Bryan, one 
of the top ranked skiers i n the coun-
try, will certainly bolster foe men's 
alpine squad. 

Looking to the future, 
Middlebury hopes to improve upon 

sixwfllmen 
fied for the 
tionaily,both 

DanCantrell '96 could qualify with 
a strong showing this weekend. 
Coach Aidrich commented. "No 
other team has qualified six skiers 
from men or women, it's almost 

place fin-
So far, 
quali-
Addi-

*96 and 

The first step for both teams, 
however, is to keep its sights on 
performing well at its own Winter 
Carnival Feb. 25-26 at foe Snow 
Bowl. Remarked WaddeU, "We've 
skied well at different carnivals, 
but this weekend should be a lot 
better, being at home and on our 
own hill." 
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I really feel bad for Alexi Urmanov. The poor guy fromrR'us^a won 
the Olympic gold medal in men's figure skating last Saturday. I Wbnder 
if he realizes that his title is about as deserved as Florida State's cortege 
football national championship. 

Just like the voters in the bowl coalition polls, the judges for the 
figure skating competition awarded the title based on what they wanted 
to see, rather than what really happened. 

Here's what happened: 
Canada's Elvis Stojko skated practically flawlessly in the free-skate, 

improvising during a program that was far more challenging than it 
needed to be for him to earn a medal. He set the standard for technical 
perfection and athletic grace that evening, and no one who skated before 
or after him was able to measure up. By foe way, his artistic interpre-
tation was a martial-arts oriented expression of athleticism. But this is 
a sporting event, not a cotillion, right? 

Urmanov skated nearly as well as Stojko; his program was not so 
demanding, but he executed it almost flawlessly. Well, there was that 
one time he botched a landing and nearly joined foe fans in the stands. 
But the ice was kind of slippery, so cut the guy a break, right? 
Urmanov's inappropriately named "artistic impression" involved such 
graceful moves as wobbling one's knees and dramatic gestures like 
dropping one's chin. Throw in a few Vanna Whitesque arm-twirls 
stolen from a bad synchronized swimming program — yeah, that's a 
sport — and you have a performance that Jesse Helms would have 
hailed as sublimely artistic. Give it the gold! 

What a joke. 
What did the judges see? They saw Urmanov, a skater who didn't 

really have the necessary athletic skills, come out in a fluffy shirt and 
tights and skate around with his arms extended, trying to make us all 
believe we were in a time warp and it was still 1932.1 think they saw 
him skating and thought, "Oh, cool. I can do that." They had probably 
never heard Stojko's music before, and thought, "Oh no, new stuff. We 
might have to learn that." 

Even the television network, CBS, which is about as likely to 
criticize Olympic judging as it is to require literacy of its analysts, 
recognized that maybe the judges were a wee bit conservative. Figure 
skating just gave athletic credibility a kiss good-bye. 

Figure skating is unique among sports in that it requires a certain 
amount ojgrace as well as strength, agility and skill from its champions. 
That'S^hal makes it so interesting to watch. But ever since 1984, when 
Katarina Witt won the gold on the strength of her artistic impression, the 
event has become less a sport and more a dance event. Even Kristi 
Yamaguchi, who won the gold in 1992, was the weakest jumper of the 
three wpmen on the U.S. team that year. The strongest was Tonya 
Harding. 

I hope Tonya Harding, who has no chance of getting any medal from 
these judges anyway, goes out there skating to Metallica and Garth 
Brooks and nails six quadruple axels in a row while Witt twirls prettily 
to some wilted Pacheibel. Wouldn't it be cool to see a little athleticism 
in figure skating again? 

Hockey troi 
(continued from page 24) 
'94. Odden then completed the scor-
ing in the game's final 20 minutes 
with a goal from Parks and Hefner. 

Fortunately for the hosting Cata-
mounts, the game could have been 
much worse. Panther goalie Christy 
Picard '96 was called upon to make 
just five saves during her hour on 
the ice. whereas her U VM counter-
part was forced to flop all over the 
goal crease while accumulating 43 
saves. 

Three days later the women's 
team journeyed to RPI to face the 
Engineers. In a meeting earlier this 
season, RPI gave Middlebury a 
competitive game before succumb-
ing 2-0. Saturday's game barely 
altered the script as foe Panthers 
triumphed by the identical score. 

Middlebury's pair of goals were 
scored by Kirtley Horton '95 and 
Jen Hefner and assisted by Megan 
Tully '96 and Parks. Picard en-
joyed a bit more of a workout ver-
sus RPI, stuffing 26 Engineer shots 
to earn the shutout 

If there is one obvious trend to 
tbis year's campaign, it is simply 
that when the Panther offense is in 

inces UVM 
gear, they are prone to demolishing 
their opposition. In their fourteen 
wins, they have outscored their foes 
88-13. In their eight losses, on the 
contrary, they have found the net 
only 15 times compared to their 
opponents' 45 goals. 

The team is also benefiting from 
increased production by their sec-
ond line of Laura Cowperthwait 
'94, Horton and Tully. 

The women skaters have one 
remaining date on their schedule, a 
season-ending tournament this 
weekend at Boston College. The 
tournament serves as a conference 
championship for the independent 
varsity teams that are members of 
the ECAC. 

Middlebury will face off against 
Wesleyan in the opening round on 
Friday, and although they're defi-
nitely not looking past the Cardi-
nals; foe Panthers look forward to 
encounteringeitherBowdoinorthe 
host Eagles in the final. Both teams 
have beaten foe Panthers, and Jen 
Heftier expressed foe prevailing 
team sentimeotwhen she remarked, 
"we're all pretty eager to get re-
venge on them." 
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By Rob Merrill 
— — 

The Middlebury women's ice 
hockey team returned to their win-
ning ways last week with road wins 
over the University of Vermont 
(UVM) and Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute (RPI). In doing so, they ran 
their overall record to 14-8 and posi-
tioned themselves for a solid season 
finale this coming weekend at the 

| ECAC Independent Tournament in 
Boston. 

The contest against UVM allowed 
the Panthers an oooortunitv to vent 
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days before. 
The venting began with first pe-

riod goals from the Hefner sisters. 
Jen and Kelly, off assists from 
sophomore Torrey Hinman and 
first-year forward Helen Froelich. 

The Panther offensive attack did 
not stop there, however. They ex-
ploded for four more goals in the 
second period, two off the stick of 
Jen Hefner and one apiece from 
Whit Parks '97 and Laurie Odden 

(continued on page 23) 

Women's swimming seizes second place at New Englands 
By Jon Johnstone 

Middlebury's powerhouse 
women's swimming and diving 

• team stormed into Bowdoin Col-
lege in Brunswick, Maine this past 
weekend for the New England 
Championships, hoping that their 
unprecedented talent and depth 
would carry them to their best fin-
ish ever. 

For most, this would be the sea-
son finale,and they arrived tapered, 
shaved and ready to sink the com-
petition. They did not disappoint; 
the team came away with a truly 
remarkable second place finish, 
with five swimmers qualifying for 
nationals along the way. 

"We really dominated both in 
and out of the water," said head 
coach Mary Ellen Claffey. "We had 
the most team support of any other 
team there, and that translated into 
positive energy and a lot of dropped 
times." 

Indeed, the overall team effort 
was so strong that junior swimmer 
Wendy Ekman had trouble singling 
out any noteworthy performances. 
"There were a lot of personal bests. 
Everyone just swam really well," 
she said. 

Perhaps most significant, 
though, was the outstanding per-
formance of the Class of 1997 The 
Panther women had five national 
qualifiers — and they are all first-
year students. 

Nell Fox and Margaret Rieley 
both made the cutindividually, with 
Fox having particularly strong fin-
ishes in the 100 yard backstroke 
and the 400 yard individual med-
ley. and Rieley standing out in the 
200 yard freestyle and the 200yard 
individual medley. 

In addition, the rookie relay 
teamsof Meredith Cox, Fox, Leslie 
Graham and Rieley in the 41200 
yard freestyle, and Fox, Rieley, 

Graham and Maria Sartori in the 4 
xlOO yard freestyle surged into the 
elite group of qualifiers. 

The weekend of competition did, 
as always, bring mixed emotions 
for every member of the team. If 
Middlebury swimming and diving 
was celebrating the arrival of its 
talented group of newcomers, it was 
also mourning the departure of the 
seniors on the team whose seasons 
ended with this competition. Co-
captain Heather Thomas, Laura 
Eckert and diver Elizabeth Gold all 
saw four successful years of hard 
work and rewarding competition 
come to a close. 

Thomas echoed the senior' s sen-
timents when she summed up her 
thoughts: "It's really amazing how 
far Middlebury swimming and div-
ing has come just in the last four 
years. When I was a first-year we 
finished eighth, which was then 
easily our top finish ever. To come 
in second as a senior is mind-bog-
gling." 

Though much has changed with 
this team, some key aspects remain 
as stable as ever. Many members of 

Middlebury's five qualifiers for the nationals take a break from their preparation in Brown Pool. 

the men's team traveled all the 
way to Bowdoin to cheer on their 
counterparts, a tradition that has 
always been unique at New 

Englands, and one that gains expres-
sions of admiration from the other 
teams in the competition. 

As coach Claffey stated, "We 

definitely bad the most drive, deter-
mination and enthusiasm of any 
team out there. You couldn't ask 
for a better team." 

Ski teams primed for winter carnival success 
By Douglas Tsao 

The Middlebury College ski 
teams continued their successful 
season with a strong showing at the 
Williams Winter Carnival. The 
men's and women's teams finished 
fourth and second respectively. 
Both squads arc poised to cap the 
season off with a strong perfor-
mance at Middlebuty's own Win-
ter Carnival this coming weekend. 

The Panther women were pro-
pelledby an exceptional effort from 
their Nordic squad, with five skiers 
finishing in the top IS of the 
women's 10K freestyle. Leading 

the charge was RikkaPakkalà '9S, 
who won the race with a time of 
32:22. Casey Clifford '96 and 
Kristin-paly '94 finished seventh 
andeighth. 

In the men's 10K freestyle, 
Middlebury was led by senior Zach 
Caldwell, who placed sixth. Rookie 
Jay Leach also continued his con-
sistent season by crossing the line 
in 13th place. 

At least on the first day of com-
petition, the Middlebury women's 
alpine team mettheh«gh standards 
set by the N orgie squad. Sopho-
mores Mia DeMattei and Kirsten 
Rogers finished first and second, 

Men's lacrosse begins practice 

with first-year Andrea Bither com-
ing in seventh. 

"It was good to have Mia win a 
race, as she blew her knee out last 
year, and Andes finish was also re-
ally strong," said Rogers. 

Unfortunately, the Middlebury 
men's alpine team was a different 
story. Symbolic of the Panther's 
tough luck, senior co-captain Matt 
Waddell's ski came off about half-
way through his first run. Seniors 
George Putnam and Dave Bryan fin-
ished 18th and 22nd respectively. 

The second day did not yield any 
better results. While Waddell fin-
ished an impressive third, none of 
the other Middlebury men managed 
to finish the race. 

"We weren't happy with our sla-
lom result. We're capable of skiing 
much better, and hopefully next 

weekend, we will," said WnddeH. 
So far this season, the men have 

been performing better in the sla 
lonrcompétifion than they have in 
the giant slalom, so the weekend's 
poor showing in the former was 
indeed a surprise. 

The women's alpine squad also 
had a tough second day. Coach Bart 
Bradford summarized the outing by 
saying, "We really let one slip away 
from us." While DeMattei finished 
third and Bither finished fourth, both 
PerkeyMackey'95 and Rogers fell. 
Jennifer Horn came in 18th. 

Despite some disappointment 
overthisweekend'sresults, the team 
remains optimistic in regard to the 
remainder of the season. Rogers 
commented, "UVM is not the pow-
erhouse it used to be, and our team 

(continued on page 23) 
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Womeii skaters gear 
up for season finale 


